MEMOIRS 


OF THE 


LIFE, CHARACTER, EXPERIENCES, 
AND 
MINISTRY, 
O F 
Tux LATE Rev. WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
Or BOSTON 1x LINCOLNSHIRE ; 
WHO DIED 
February 7th, 1794, in the Fifty-ninth Year of his Age. 
ro WHICH IS PREFIXED 
A Diſcourſe on 2 Cor. xiii. 11. occafioned by his 
Death ; and recommended to the Church over 
which he preſided, as the Advice of a dying Paſtor. 


es 


— 


2 


By D. TAYLOR. 


— 289 


— 


% Remember those, who having prefided over you, have 

« ;poken to you the Word of God; whoze faith imitate, 
« confidering the end of their Conversation. 

® Heb. xiii. 7, (Dr. Doddridge's Tranilation.) 


— —— RR 


= com 


LONDON. 


Printed by R. HAwzs, and Sold by the Avruor, 
No. 20, Mile-End-Road; W. BurtTton, Paternoſter- 
Row; T. KNorr, Lombard-Street ; J. Maron, High- 
Holborn ; and B. Pot LAR D, Quorndon, Leiceſterſnire. 


MDCCXCVI, 


y kn 6 
2D "= ' 
* 1 
. OI 
* * 0 
* > 22 * * 
* mw 
* 7 


FREPF ACE, 


Tue a Author of the following Diſ- 

courſe and Memoirs had the happi- 
neſs to commence an acquaintance with 
Mr. THomesoN in the year 1763, which 

; was continued to his death. Few inti- 

macies, conſidering the diſtance of ſitua- 

tions, could be more cordial or leſs inter- 

rupted, for ſo many years. 

A conſiderable time before Mr, Tromy- 
SON's death, we mutually agreed, that 
whoever ſhould be firſt taken away, the 
ſurvivor ſhould preach and publiſh a Ser- 
mon on the occaſion, from 2 Cor. Xx3ti. 11. 
and addrets it particularly to that church 
which ſhould loſc its paſtor, in hopes that 
it might alſo be acceptable and uteful to 
other churches. It was at the fame time 
agreed that a few Memoirs of the deceal- 


ed ſhould be publiſhed with the Funeral 
Diſcourſe, 


It 


1 
It has pleaſed God, that by the remo- 
val of my much eſteemed Brother, this 
work ſhould devolve upon me. But on ac- 
count of my reſidence in London, ſo far 
diſtant from Boſton, and the diſtreſſes of 
my family at the time of Mr Thompſon's 
death, it was very inconvenient for me to 
make a journey to Boſton. Mr. Thompſon 
was therefore kind enough, before his 
death, to excuſe my abſence from Boſton; 
and to requeſt the Rev. Mr. Bou RGEss to 
deliver a Sermon to the people on that 
occaſion, from the paſſage of Scripture 
above-mentioned. He nevertheleſs ex- 
preſſed his deſire (in a note fixed in his 
diary) that I would publiſh a diſcourſe 
on the occaſion, according to our agree- 
ment; and ordered his Diary, conſiſting 
of three confiderable volumes, to be ſent 
to me for the purpoſe of extracting from 
it ſuch an account of his life, experien- 
ces, and character, as might appear con- 
venient for publication. In this requeſt, 
the mourning Family and Church of my 
decealed Friend united; and it would 
have given me great pleaſure to have 
obliged them much ſooner, had not the 
25 afflictions 


Cog 
afflictions of my family, and various ayo- 
cations rendered it impracticable. 

Mr. 'l hompſon's Diary includes a valt 
number of Anecdotes and Obſervations, 
from the year 1761 to 1794. The diſti- 
culcy of ſelecting ExtraQts tor the purpolz 
of publication, from ſo large a work, tut- 
ficiently diverſified, yet not too nume— 
rous, is obvious to men of underſtanding. 
A perſon who keeps a Diary is frequently 
ſtruck with many things at the time, 
which are afterwards of little importance 
to the Reader. There is alſo a ſameneſs 
iu all works of this kind, which renders 
tne buſinets of ſelecting for the Public 
{till more difficult. It haas been attempt- 
ed, however, to mark a few pailages, ſut- 
ficient to delineate the character of the 
deceaſed ; and ſufficiently diſtinct and di- 
verſiſicd to give entertainment and profit 
to the Reader. 

However partial the compiler may be 
to the memory of his departed Friend, 
he cannot but think that the Reader, who 
has a taſte for genuine godlineſs, will ob- 
ſerve ſome excellencies in Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's character truly worthy of imitation, 

A 3 He, 


3 
He, therefore, ventures to recommend 
them, eſpecially to young miniſters of 
every denomination, for whom it appears 
they were chiefly deſigned, and with a 
view to whoſe benefit they are now pub- 
liſhed. 

I am not conſcious of having changed 
one idea which Mr. Thompſon's words 
ſuggeſt ; nor of having made any altera- 
tions, unleſs a few in the manner of ex- 
rer which I am perſuaded he would 

imſelf have made, or, at leaſt, have ad- 
mitted, had they been ſubmitted to his 
Judgment. Every one muſt know, that 
when a writer pens down the effuſions 
of his own heart, or anecdotes of perſons 
and occurrences, chiefly for his own uſe, 
= pays little regard to ſtyle and compo- 
ition. 


That the bleſſing of God may accom- 


pany the reading, both of the Memoirs 
and the Diſoourt which precedes them, 


to the ſpiritual advantage of the Reader, 


is the prayer of, 
THE COMPILER» 
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The good Paſtor's laſt Advice to his People. 


A 


DISCOURSE 


On 2 Cor. xiu. 11. 


Addreſſed to the GENER AL-BAPT1ST Chuck, 


Ar BOSTON in LINCOLNSHIRE. 


A DISC OUR S E, &c 


2 Cor. Xii. 11. 

FINALLY BRETHREN, FAREWEL : BE PER - 
FECT ; BE OF GOOD COMFORT ; BE OF ONE 
MIND, LIVE IN PEACE ; AND THE GOD OP 
LOVE AND PEACE SHALL BB WITH YOU. 


My DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 


I the requeſt of your late worthy Paſtor, 
I recommend the paſſage which ſtands 
at the head of this Diſcourſe, to your ſerious 
attention, as his dying advice ; perſuaded that 
if you faithfully obſerve it, and reduce it to 
practice, you will be a happy people, under the 
{miles of your heavenly Father. But if you 
neglect it, you muſt feel the injury which re- 
ſults from fach neglect. Excuſe me, on this 
ſerious occaſion, it, deeply ſenſible of the fideli- 


ty I owe to your departed Miniſter, and grate- 
fully affectionate towards you, I ſay to each 
| individual, 
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individual, and to you all, as a collective body, 
in alluſion to the words of Solomon, If yon are 
/o wiſe as to treaſure up this ſacred advice in 
your hearts, and exemplify it in your lives, von 
«ill indeed be wiſe for vourſeldves; the precious 
promiſe connected with it, will certainly be ful- 
filled to you: but if you ſcoru it, and treat it 
with indifference, % a/one muſt bear it, and all 
the tremendous conlequences of ſuch indiffer- 
cnce, will inevitably fall upon yourlelves. 

Important as the obſervations ſuggeited by 
the context are, we omit them, for the ſake of 
brevity ; and haſten to conſider The affec- 
tionate ſalutation with which the exhortation 
in the text is introduced The exhortation it- 
ſelf— and the powerful motive by which it is 
enforced. 

I. The affect ionate ſalutation with which 
the exhortation in the Text is introduced; 
Finally, Brethren, farewell. 

Finally : Paul had preached among the 
Corinthians eighteen months, with contidera- 
ble ſucceſs, before he wrote theſe two epiſtics 
to them; and after he had written them, he 
appears to have made them a ſecond viſit]. We 
are not, therefore, to conclude that he meant, 
by this expreſſion, to ſignify that he was now 
taking his final leave of that people. But the 


cxl:ortation 


— 
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+ Ads xvit, 1-12. l Acts xx. 2. 
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exhortation here given is, at all times very im- 
portant, eſpecially when conſidered as the laft 
advice of a faithful miniſter. Thus your late 
| Paſtor wiſhed you to conſider it as coming from 
him: He has now taken his final leave of you; 
and impreſſed with the vaſt conſequence of this 
advice, he requeſts it of you, with his dying 
lips, ſhall I fay ? Rather, might I not be ex. 
cuſed in ſaying, he being dead, yet ſpeaketh, and 
calls upon you, as it were, from the manſions 
of the dead, by the pen of a ſurviving friend! 
He conjures you, as you would proſper in this 
world, or meet him with comfort at the Tri- 
bunal of Chriſt, at the great day, that you 
conſcientiouſly reduce to practice the exhorta- 
tion which Paul has here given the Corinthian 
Church; and which it is my buſineſs, in this 
diſcourſe, to explain and recommend to you. 
It will certainly be worthy of your attention, 
that you are marked in this ſalutation, with 
the molt endearing appellation. The Apoſtle 
addrefſed the Corinthians as his Brethren ; and 
your departed Miniſter wiſhed you to be ad- 
dreſſed as having ſtood in that tender relation 
to him. You will teſtify, that during a courſe 
of more than thirty years, he has laboured a- 
mong you, as a Brother, and endeavoured to 
promote your ſpiritual and everlaſting welfare, 
as thoſe that were dear unto him. However ſu- 
perior he was, in various reſpects, to many of 


you 
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you, he aſſumed no forbidding airs. He kept 
you at no unbecoming diſtance. You had free 
acceſs to him, as to a brother. He ſpake to 
you, and treated you with Brotherly kindneſs. 

Though it does not appear to be here, the 
deſign of the Apoſtle, to exprels the relation in 
which all real Chriſtians ſtand to the bleſſed 
Teſus, and to one another; yet this thought 
is ſo pleaſing, ſo important, and ſo naturally 
connected with your relation to your Miniſter, 
that, I am perſuaded you will excuſe me in 
making mention of it. 

Let it, therefore, be continually remember- 
ed, my dear friends, that all real Chriſtians 
among you are indeed the brethren of Jeſus 
Chriſt, He is the © firſt· born among many 
brethren .“ All true believers are © joint-heirs” 
with him}, and ſhall ſoon reign with him in his 
glory. How ought this conſideration to con- 
firm your faith, to encourage your hearts in 
your preſent, and in all your future trials | Je- 
ſus careth for you! How tenderly concerned 
ought you to be for the intereſt and honour of 
the Son of God, who graciouſly condeſcends 
to ſpeak of himſelf as your elder Brother 

Remember, too, that you ſtand in the relation 
of Brethren to one another, born of the ſame 
incorruptible ſeed, the word of God, which by the 


goſpet 


— 


— 


+ Rom, vili. 29. 1 Rom. viii. 17. Gal. iv. 7. 
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Goſpe!, is preached unto you}, heirs of the fame 
glory, vou ſhall, in due time, fi down With 
Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom 
of God ||. See that you love one another, with 
pure hearts, fervently$. “Love as brethren ;* 
and always give that beſt of evidences that you 
are the genuine diſciples of Jetus Chriſt, that 
« you /ove one another. 

The Apoſtle, who is now concluding a 
ſecond inſtructive and afteftionate letter to his 
Corinthian Brethren, expreſſes his ardent de- 
ſire of their welfare and proſperity. This ſeems 
to be the moſt natural and obvious ſignification 
of the word Farercell. Nor could any fingle 
term more fully expreſs the affectionate wiſhes 
of vour late worthy Paſtor towards his dear 
People. Your proſperity, eſpecially your ſpi- 
ritual proſperity, lay near his heart, both livin 
and dying. O that his ardent breathings for 
your welfare may be anſwered in your future 
comfort in this world, and the conſummate 
telicity of every individual among you in the 
next. 

All our happineſs for time and eternity, 1s 
the free gift of God. This is implied in the 
text betore us. This we are taught through- 

B out 


$ 1 Pet, i. 23. 25+ ||. Mat, viii, 11. § 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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out the Scriptures. But is it not likewiſe ful- 
ly manifeſt from the words now under our 
contideration, and equally clear from the gene- 
ral tenor of Scripture, that God has connected 
the means and the end? Never therefore ex- 
pect that the end ſhall be obtained it the means 
be neglected. If you with to fare el/ ; if you 
wiſh to be prolperous and happy, as a church, 
or as individuals, by divine aſſiſtance, be reſo— 
lutely determined, to obſerve the directions 
contained in the exhortation—\Vhich I am, 

In the sEcoxD place, to illuſtrate and re— 
commend to your ſerious attention.“ Be per- 
tect; be of good comfort; be of one mind; 
ive in peace.” Thele duties, brethren, arc 
here enjoined, as the means of your proſperity ; 
to which, if you pay a diligent and uniform 
1e2ard, the“ God of love and peace ſhall be 
with you.” 


1. You are called to Je perfect. The word 
here uſed, has a peculiar ſignification. The 
deiign of it in this paſſage, may, I apprehend, 
be ſutliciently aſcertained by conſidering the 
{tate of the Corinthian Church—the import of 
the word itſelf Hand the uſe and ſignification of 
it in other places. 

At the tune when this Epiſtle was written, 
the Corinthian Church appears to have been in 
a 


x — — 
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a diſordered ſtate f. Corinth was a very flou- 
riſhing City, conveniently ſituated for com- 
merce, and abounding in riches ; which are 
{cldom favourable to the ſpirit and practice of 
Chriſtianity. Nor are former habits always 
ſpeeclily eradicated. Corinth was infamous tur 
luxury, lewdnets, and every kind of vice; ane 
it appears that even ſome of the Cariflian; 
themtcives, were far from being entire, purt- 
fied fron all the immoralities for which the 
City was inlamous. Theile immoralities occa- 
ſioned ſeveral diſorders in the Church, which 
it is evidently the deſign of this Epiſtle to cor- 
rect. In the Church were parties and factions, 

B 2 Which 


t Sce Cradock's Apoſtolical Hiſtory, Benſon's Plan- 
tation of Chriſtianity, Doddrige's Family Expoſitur, ant 
others, on the Epiule; and the Epiſtle itſelt throughout. 

A ſenſible and pious Writer, who is now favoutics 
the World with “ An Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory on a new 
Plan,“ makes the following pertinent obſervations on 
the Church at Corinth. „ Perhaps no Church was 
more numerous, and none leſs holy in the Apoſtolic age, — 
They were proud of gifts, contentious, {-lt-corceited, and 
Warm Partizuns for Paul, Apollos, or Perer ; anc by the 
indulgence of this Spirit, ſhewed how lite thy hat 
learnt of true Wildom. W hich gives the Aputle o cafion 
to recommend the \\ 1{dom that is from ab ve, to pit 
out the natute and properties of ſpiricual urderitending, 
and to pour a juſt contempt on that which is merely na- 
tural.” Milnet's Hittory or the Church of Chriſt, 
vol. 1. p. $3. 
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ch produced animoſitics and contentions|;. 
C the Apoſtle freely expoſes, in the four 
tieſt chapters of the former Epiſtle, and occa- 
1. nally in other Places. 

One had been guilty of the abominable fin 
V inceſt; and the Cor; inthian brethren ſcem 
not to have treatech that wirted , with the 
Holy feveriiy which ſo atrocious a crime de- 
yas On the conduct of this unhappy man, 
en the conduct of the church, the Apoſtle 
anmadverts in the fifth chapter. 

1 hey too much indulged a /7/94ous diſpoſi- 
tion; even fo far as to commence proſecutions 
againſt one another, in heathen courts of law. 
Paul cenſures this practice in the ſixth chapter. 
In their heathen ſtate they had been addicted 
to ſeruicatii: and ſome of them ſeem not to 
llave been ſuſſiciently ſenſible of the evil of it, 
even after they had embraced Chriſtianity. 
This evil Paul expoſes in the latter part of the 
lame cha; ter. 

You, bn ethren, and all attentive readers, 
mult harre obſerved, that the Corinthians were 
ignorant and irregular, in ſcveral other reſpects. 
The Apoftle employs a conſiderable part of 
thele tro :piſtles, in giving them inſtruction, 
admontt.on, and reproof, tor the correction of 


thele 


[! | Cor, * 116. 
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theſe irregularities. The inſtances I paſs by, 
for the ſake of brevity. It is natural to conſiler 
the paſſage before us, as containing a kind of 
ſummary of thoſe duties to which it was necet- 
ſary for them to attend as a church, etpecially 
in preſent circumſtances. If it appear from 
other conſiderations, that the firſt part of this 
exhortation has reference to their ſtate, as a 
church, rather than to the general purity of 
their minds and conduct, as individuals, it will 
be reaſonable ſo to underſtand the direction, 
be perfect. 

Now this will further appear, by conſidering 
the native and original import of the word here 
uſed ; and its uſe and application in other parts 
of Scripture. It is allowed that the word ſig- 
nifies to be compadted, or united together, as the 
members of a body, or as the parts of a build- 
ing r. Thus it is oppoſed to diſorder, and re- 
quires that every part or member ſtand in its 
place ; and be ready to perform the duties for 
which it is deſigned. 

In Heb. x. 5, a body haſt thou prefared 


me;“ and Heb. xi. 3. ** the worlds were framed 


by the word of God ;” it evidently ſignifies to 


aljujt, or dispose. So the great Creator of all 
| things, 


+ Leigh, Parkhurſt, and others, on the word ve 
which is a very ditferent word from 72 Ve; to have 


Finiſhed or completed. 
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things, diſpoſed the ſeveral parts of the Crea- 
tion, adjuſted them to the purpoſes for which 
they were deſigned ; and united them together 
in the exacteſt manner, to form one grand 
whole, for the diſplay of his glory, and for the 
benefit of man. God prepared, or fitted a ſuit- 
able body for his dear Son, that he might, in 
cur nature, accompliſh the glorious work of 
our Redemption, by © bearing our fins, in his 
own body on the tree.” In Rom. ix. 22. it 
is rendered ted t. Sinners hardened in unbe- 
lief, by frequent ſlights, offered to the golpel, 
are brought into ſuch a condition, that they 
are fit for nothing, but to be baniſhed from 
God and happinets, without hope, to all eter— 
nitv. In all thele paſſages, the ſame Greek 
word is uſed, which is rendered in our text be 
rerfert. According to this application of the 
term, the exhortation ſeems to ſignify, * Take 
care that all your minds be always prepared 
* to do and ſuffer the will ot God; and to 
© have real communion with him, and with 
** cach other, in all goſpel ordinances : Con- 
„ tinually endeavour that every thing contrary 
to genuine rectitude of heart and behaviour 
W avoided ; or, ſhould any thing incontil- 
tent with ſuch rectitude, at any time pre- 
* yall, or now exiſt, take care that it be imme- 
* diately corrected.” 


In 


+ Veſſeis of wrath, Fticd to Ceſtruction, 
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In this ſenſe brethren, conſider your late 
honoured Paſtor, though dead, as yet ſpeaking 
to you. His whole converſation while among 
you, and the general tenor of his Diary, prove, 
that this was the breathing of his ſpirit in your 
behalf; and that nothing could give him more 
pain than the contrarv. At his requeſt, I 
would, with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs, exhort you 
to take care that you make it your conſtant 
endeavour, by divine aſſiſtance, to preterve the 
rectitude above recommended. 

In ſeveral places it ſignifies to , repair, or 
reſtore. Mat. iv. 21. Mark i. 19. They were 
mending, or repairing their nets. Gal. vi. 1. 
If a man be overtaken in a iault, ve which are 
ſpiritual, reffore ſuch an onef. It we under- 
{ſtand the term under contideration in this 
ſenſe, we ſuppote Paul to exiort to the follow. 
ing purpole : * If any contention, animoſity, 
or diſcord, have taken place ainong von, take 
care tliat the breach may be healcd, and that 
you all may be united in peace and loye.” 
This agrecs with the ſenſe, and near; with tie 
tranſlation, of the fame greck word ui the form- 
er Epiſtle, i. 10. That ye be perfecty juried 
together ; in oppoſition to ſchiſms and conten- 
tions, from which the Apoſtle is there ditluading 

them 

t The original word rendered reſtore, properly ſigni- 


fies to reduce and recover any thing to its former and 
original ſtare of perfection. Dr, Chandler on Gal, vi, . 
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them. To underſtand the word in the ſame 
ſenſe, in the paſſage before us, is alſo perfectly 
agreeable to one apparent deſign of both the 
Epiſtles. Thus we may collect into one view 
the important leſſons taught by the Apoſtle in 
this branch of the exhortation : and may you, 
brethren, and all the Churches of Chriſt, dilt- 
gently attend to them. 

« BE PERFECT. Be well adjuſted, diſpoſed, 
and regulated, in the knowledge of divine 
truth, and the cultivation of peace and love. 
Maintain a kind regard for one another. Take 
care that your tempers and lives be regulated 
by the word of Chriſt. Let no alienation from 
each other, which has taken place in any of 
vour minds, be ſuffered to continue, but im- 
mediately endeavour to repatr all breaches, and 


to heal all differences among yourſelves. Let 


every one fill his own place, and attend to the 
duties of his own ſtation, with propriety and 
diligence, to the honour of our Redeemer.” 
In theſe inſtances, beloved Brethren, you 
are taught by the Apoſtle, and intreated by 
your dear departed Paſtor, to be perfet ; to be 
regular, uniform and harmonious, as becomes 
a church of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. Be of good comfort. Whatever you 
may be called to ſuffer, whatever trials you 
may have to pats through, do not be diſcou- 
raged. God will help you. Labour, there- 


tore, 


— — 
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fore, to maintain that holy cheerfulneſs of 
mind which the goſpel inſpires, for the honour 
oi your Redeemer, the glorious Author of it. 

The people of God have abundant reaſon, 
at all times, and in all conditions, to be com- 
fortable and cheerful. Their relation to God), 
as his children, his tender mercy to them, and 
unchanging care of them-+ ; his infinite per- 
fections, his many great and precious promiles, 
the ſcripture account of what he has done for 
others, the recollection of what he has done for 
them; with the proſpect of an eternal heaven, 
to which his grace will ſoon bring them, are 
all ſufficient reaſons for their joy and comfort, 
amidſt the deepeſt diſtreſſes, they may have to 
meet with, in this vale of tears. 

Vet many things in this world, tend to ob- 
ſtruct and diminiſh their comforts. Againſt 
which, brethren, you will maintain a conſtant 
watch; and under which, I truſt, you will 
meditate on the conſiderations I have juſt now 
mentioned.—-The common diſorders of body 
and mind to which you, as well as others, are 
liable; many diſappointments in your ſecular 
purſuits ; national calamities ; family trials, 
from the diſagrecable tempers of children, and 
other dependants; vexations, ariſing from the 
conduct of natural relatives, and ſometimes of 

religious 


+ Pſalm cit, 13, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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religious friends; with many attacks of Satan, 
and corruptions of human nature; all theſe are 
ſources of diſtreſs, while you pals through the 
preſent life; and, unleſs faith be ſteadily CXCT- 
ciſed on its proper object, will ſomcetimes 
damp your ſpirits, and greatly diminith your 
coniolations. 

It is, however, the duty and the intereſt of 
all real Chriſtians to be of 206d comfort, continu- 
ally, whatever their circuniſtances and trials 
are. Nor is this impracticable. By the grace 
of God, they may even * glory 1n tribula- 
tions.“ As a duty, it is recommended in the 
paſſage before us. In other patlages they are 
exhorted to ** rejoice evermore, and to“ re- 
Joice in the Lord always.“ 

The conſiderations which demonſtrate the 
importance of this duty are various and impor- 
tant. It diſcovers the power of faith, and 
gives glory to God.“ It does honour to 
the goſpel, by proving the tendency and ſup- 
porting effect which the truths and promiles 
of it have upon the minds of true believers. It 
ſometimes convinces and confounds the oppo- 
ſers of the goſpel ; and ſhews them that there 
is ſomething in chriſtianity, with which they 
are unacquainted. It preſents an amiable ex- 
ample before young profeſſors, and weak and 


afllicted 
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afflicted chriſtians ; by which they are not only 
directed, but comforted and encouraged. By 
ſuch a ſtate of mind, you are better prepared 
for the duties of religion and of civil lite ; and 
to grapple with the difficult ies which attend all 
ſituations of men in this lite. By a comfortable 
and ſerene {tate of mind, we are alſo more 
agreeable companions to all our aflociates in 
every connection. A cheerful diſpoſition even 
contributes to health of body; it“ doth good, 
like a medicine.” There are many reaſons, 
therefore, why chriſtians ſhould endeavour to 
be of good comfort. 

A comfortable, cheerful ſtate of mind, with 
_ every other good, is to be obtained, preſerved, 
and promoted in the ule of means. 

The firit of theſe means, which is, indeed, 
fundamental to all the reſt, is to “ prove 
your own felves?,” that you may have clear 
evidence of your intcreſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Your title to heaven. Till this great point be 
tettled, you have no ground for comfort. How 
can you be cheerful or have the leaſt conſolation 
while your fellow-creatures are dying on every 
ſide, while you yourſelves are on the brink of 
the grave; and have no evidence of your title 

to glory ? but on the other hand, have reaſon 


to 


+ Frov, xvii. 22, f 2 Cor, xili. 85. 
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to ſuſpect at leaſt, that you are, every moment, 
on the borders of eternal damnation ? You 
have no clear, ſatisfy ing, ſcripture evidence that 
if you ſhould die this night, as you very poſſi- 
bly may, you would not “ lift up your eyes 
in hell, being in torments,” without relief, and 
without hopes. 

Fears of this dreadful nature ought to alarm 
you, till you have ſcriptural ev idence that you 
are pardoned and regenerated, and thus ſaving- 
ly intereſted in that Jelus, Who alone * de- 
livereth us from the wrath to come.“ Begin 
then, immediately, the necefſary work of {elf- 
examination by the infallible word of God. 
When this great point is ſettled, to the fatif- 
jaction of your own mind, you may © rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God.“ You have a 
conſolation that none can take from you. 

Meditate much on the Divine perfections, 
and on the precious promiſes contained in the 
Scriptures. Theſe adminiſter great conſolation 
to the believing mind. The power, wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God ; his tender regard for 


his children in all their various trials ; his ex- 


ceeding great and precious promiſes, ſo won- 
derfully adapted to every condition of the bo- 
dies and ſouls of his people, both in life and 

death, 


& Luke xvi. 23. + I Theſ. L 10. þ4 Rom, Vs 2. 
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death, are animating and comforting ſubjects. 
Let them be the tubjefts of your frequent 
contemplation, that you may always bc of good 
comfort. 

Often recollect what God has done for vou, 
and in you; and the treaſures of glory that he 
has in reſerve for you in heaven. He has gi— 
ven his Son to die for your fins. This grand 
fact 1s frequently declared in the goſpel, and 1s 
fundamental to all the comforts and happineſs 
of man. How many unſpeakable advantages 
reſult from it! By this, if true believers, your 
ſins are all pardoned. By this you have free 
acceſs to God in prayer, for the conſtant ſupply 
of all your neceflitics+. God has already done 
much for you in paſt lite. Has he not deliver- 
ed you from many enemies and dangers ? Has 
he not ſupported you in various trying circum- 
{ſtances ? Has he not ſupplied your neceſſities 
from year to year, and often appeared in your 
favour, beyond your expectations ? Now He 1s 
unchangeable ; the ſame for ever and ever. 
He is as able to ſupport, relieve, and deliver 
you, in preſent and future neceſſities and trials, 
as he was in thoſe that are paſt. Think of 
this ye children of the moſt High, and be of 

ood comfort, 

Conſider what the Lord has wrought in you. 
He has illuminated your minds; and ſhewn 

C you 
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vou the evil of fin, the danger of your natural 
condition, and your total inability to help or 
{ave yourtelves. He has awakened your con- 
ſciences to enquire how you may be pardoned 
and ſaved. He has diſcovered to you the love 
and power of Jetus, to © fave you to the ut- 
termott.“ He has inchned and enabled you to 
rely upon him, and to commit your fallen ſouls 
to him. He has given you a meaſure of joy 
and peace 1n believing.” ' He has given you 
many encouragements, and many lacred cor- 
dials in times of trial and adverſity. He has 
turned vour hearts from fin to holineſs. Pro- 
bably ſome of you were formerly * lovers of 
plcatures, more than lovers of God.” But now 
you take a facrec| delight 1 in univerſal holineſs, 
You can addreſs the tearcher of all hearts, in 
the language of his ancient Saint, “ love 
% COMM :ndments above gold, yea, above 
tine gold. TI eſteem all thy precepts concerning 
all | thing; to be right. I hate every talle way. 
is hate and abhor lying ; but thy law do! 
Love.” This bleſſed change, which God by 


his spirit, has wrought in you, is a prelude to 


that glory to which he will ſoon advance you; 

and in the proſpect of that glory, you have 

abundant reaton to be of good comfort, For 
e being 
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e being made free from fin, and become for 
vants to God, ye have your fruit unto henne, 
and the end everlaſting lite}.” 

Conticler, therefore, further, what your 9ra- 
cious God and Father has in reſerve for you, 
He will not only give grace, but glorg S. ie 
gives vou the former here, that be may vv 
YOu the latter hereafter. To tho{. W 40 ary 


converted, and under the infiuence of divine 


grace, live to the glory of God, in the tervice 
of Jeſus Chriſt, eternal felicity is intallibly cer- 
tain, whatever enemies oppole it, whatever 
difficulties he in the way to it. Your bleltec! 
Lord and Saviour has moſt poſitively declarec!, 
«© Where I am, there ſhall alſo my tervant be. 
It any man ſerve me, him will my Father ho. 
nour||;” and his promiſe is firm as the everlaſt. 
ing mountains. Heaven and carth ſha l 

paſs away; but his word ſhall not paſs aun“ 
Nous who dare venture their all with boi i1, 
(hall ever be“ aſhamed, or confounded, worl.t 
without end.“ Think of this, my brethren, 
and be of £994 comfort. 

Conſider what your heavenly Father has 
done lor c r Frequently contemplue the 
regard he has had tor his people, in all ages. 

ls is recorded in the ſcriptures; and “hat- 

C 2 N ever 
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ever things were written aforetime, were writ- 
ten tor our Tearning ; - that we through patience 
and comfort of the {criptures might have 
nope! let thele ſacred pages be regarded 
as the “ man of your counſel.“ Make them 

rour meditation all the day; that your pa- 


tience, hope, and comtort, may be continually 


tupported, and continually increaſing. No 
aftli tions have overtaken you, or can overtake 
vou, but ſuch as are common to men. Theſe, 
er Emilar _ have been endured by the ſaints 
in all ages. Nor is the Lord's hand ſhortened, 
Ir his power diminiſhed. He can and will 
dave now, as he has ſaved in former times, all 
«ho trult in him. 1 ruſl, therefore in the 
Lord at all times; for in the Lord Jehovah, is 
everlaſting ſtrength+.” Thus will the experi- 
ences of former laints encourage and animate 
you to be of good comfort, in every part of your 
journey through this creary Wildernets. 
Aſſociate with cheerſul Chriſtians. The 
power of {ympathy is wonderful. Wäe often 
imbibe the ipirit of thule with whore we are 
moſt familiar. On this acc,unt Solomon ad- 


riſes to avoid the come «4 3 men}. 
Make no trienvibi') ves th v man: and 
with 2 iurious man thou {huit 5.54 , LA 
thou learn his ways, and get a mate n. 
ſoul.“ 


Rom. xv. 4. + Iſai. xxvi. 4. $ Prov, xxii. 24, 25. 
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foul.” Thus perſons who affociate with thoſe 
of a fretful impatient temper, too readily tink 
into gloom, impatience, aud frettulnets them- 
elves. On the contrary, thoſe who are truly 
cheertul and comfortable, who ICJOICE in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who live upon the promiſes, and enjoy 
a thankful happy frame of mind, diffuſe hap- 
pineſs around them, and promote the cheer- 
fulneſs and comfort of thote with whom they 
are particularly converſant. The truth of this 
has been demonſtrated in various inſtances; 
and in one reſpect or another, we daily expe- 
rience the proof of it. I exhort you, therefore, 
if you would be of good comfort, to aſſociate, as 
much as circumſtances will permit, with com- 
fortable and cheerful Chriſtians. 

In the laſt place, be much in prayer, to the 
*« God of all comfort.“ Let the ſupplications 
of the great Apoſtle for the Epheſians be often 
preſented at the throne of grace, in your own 
behalf, That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts 
by faith ; ; that ye being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
Saints, what 1s the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and heighth ; and to know the love of 
Chriſt, which paſteth knowledge, that ye may 
be filled with all the fulneſs of "Gods. 6 

By thele various means, which, under the 
Jivine bleſſing, will afluredly prove, in a mea- 

3 ſure 
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ſure, ſucceſsful, I exhort and encourage you, 
at the requeſt of your late worthy Paſtor, and 
in the language of the inſpired Apoſtle, endea- 
your to be of good comfort. We pals on, 

3. To the next part of this Apoſtolic exhor- 
tation. Be of one mind. By the term mind, 1s 
tometimes meant the underſtanding and judg- 
ment; ſometimes the intention and defign. 
Thus we underitand it both in Scripture, and 
in common diſcourſe. In the firſt ot theſe ſen- 
tes, it is not eaſy, perhaps, all things conſider- 
cd, not poſſible, for the members of all churches, 
nor ot any one church, to be of one mind; or 
to form exactly the ſame judgment of every 
lubject. It certainly conduces greatly to the 
happineſs of any Chriitian Society, when the 
members of it ſee things in the lame light. 
But the education, the prejudices, the connec- 
tions, the fituations, the capacitics of men are 
to various, that ſuch unitormity di ſentiment 
is {carcely to be expected in the preſent lite, 
Betides, the underſtandings of men are not the 
ſubjects of volition ; and therefore cannot be 
commanded either to believe or diſbelieve, fur- 
ther than evidence appears. It is the duty of 
all men to ſearch the Scriptures for rey ; 
and it is of much greater importance that my 


- Underſtanding and judgment be kept in ſubjec- 


tion to the word of God, and regulated by it, 
than that I think as my brethren do. 
We 
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We may add further, that if men were com- 
manded to think in all things exaAly alike, a 
queſtion would naturally arile, ** whoſe judg- 
ment is to be the ſtandard for the reſt ?” This 
might lead into endlels contentions ; becauſe 
every man would be found to have the ſame 
right to claim that honour. Any other perſon has 
as much right to think for me, and to require 
that my ſentiments conform to his, as I have 
to think for bim, and to require him to think 
as I do. But the claim of tuch right, in any 
Chriſtian, is an oppolition to Jeſus Chriſt, who 
forbids any of his diſciples, to “ be called 
maſter, or to call any man father upon the 
carth ;** who claims all authority to dictate, or 


command in divine matters, to himſelf; and 


has left this one incontrovertible maxim to all 
his followers. * One 1s your maſter, even 
Chriſt +.” 

If however, all Chriſtians would fincerely 
read and ſtudy the ſcriptures tor themſelves, as 
the one directory in all parts ot faith and prac- 
tice, they would not only be happy 1n collec- 
ting the beſt knowledge, but, we have great 
reaton to believe, they would be more united 
in judgment than they frequently are. I there- 
tore carneſtly recommend to you my brethren, 
our Saviour's direction, “Search the Scrip- 

tures!!,” 


T Mat, xxiii. 6 — 12. 
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tures , not merely that your views of divine 
things may accord with each other ; but, which 


is of infinitely greater importance, that you 


may all underſtand the mind of God, and 
practile it. 

So many arguments might be adduced to 
prove that the Apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed to 
exhort the Corinthians to underſtand every ſuh- 
ject in the ſame manner, that I think we are 
neceſſitated to explain the term ind here, in 
the ſecond ſenſe mentioned above; and to 
ſuppoſe that Paul is recommending xnity of de- 
een or intention. We therefore ſuppoſe him 
to {av to the Corinthians, © Take care that you 
all keep in view that o , which it is the 
great deſign of chriſtianity to promote, the glo- 
iy of G;“ by a holy, zealous attention to his 
will, and obedience to his commands. How- 
ever you may differ in more circumſtantial, and 
lets important matters, maintain an zo of 
heart in this, and you cannot, on the whole, 


he materially wrong.“ This ſenſe the original 


will very well bearþ. This is the duty and the 
great concern of every true believer, and of 
every 


John v. 39. 

+ re 2T0 2p2v81]z* Attend to the ſame thing. See Dr. 
Doddridge in Loc. and Leigh and Parkhurſt on the word 
eto. And De. Doddridge's excellent Sermon on 
Oandour and Unanimity. 
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every chriſtian ſociety ; and every one; by di- 
vine aſſiſtance, can attend to it. 

In this ſenſe, the tame greek word ſeems to 
be uled in the following paſlages. *© They 
that are after the fleſh, do mind, or reliſh, de- 
fire, and purſue, the things of the fleth. Miud 
not high things. Do not aim at them, nor 
purſue them, as valuable objects.“ Falſe and 
carnal profeſſors are ſaid to mind earthly 
things.” They love, aim at, and purſue, 


them. Chriſtians, in oppoſition to thele, are 


exhorted to ſet their affeftions on things above. 
Peter is reproved by our Saviour, 1n this ſtrong 
language, Thou ſavoureft not the things that 
be of God, but thoſe that be of men.” In 
all thele paſſages the ſame greek word is uſed, 
and evidently in the ſame ſenſe, or nearly the 
ſame, with that which we have given of the 
paſſage now before us. 

Let it, thereiure, be your conſtant endea- 
vour, brethren, to be united in the purſuit of 
one olject. Waether ye eat, or drink, or 
what!oever ye do, do all tot! glory ui od.“ 
Kere: co. tir in ves. You are under 
erer V2 aatrou Oe uty, A gratitude, and of 
elt, to make this your chiet concern. God 
15 your Creator. He has given you all your ca- 

pacities 


t Rom, viii. g.—xii, 16, Phil. iii. 19. Col. iii. 2. 
Nat. Ki 23. ft. Cor. v. 30 
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pacities of ſoul and body. He is your preſerver, 
and the benefactor of all the good you enjoy. 
He has given his dear Son to die for your fins, 
to deliver you from the wrath to come, and to 
make you etcrnaily happy with himſelf. Can 
anv thing be more reatonable than that grati- 
tude for ſuch immenſe favours ſhould awaken 
every power of our touls to activity and dili— 


gence in his ſervice, and the promotion of his 


glory? 

Your intereſt alſo is concerned in it. © In 
keeping the commandments of God, there is 
great reward,” * Great peace have they who 
love his law, and nothing ſhall offend them||.” 
Not only do your peace and comfort here, 
greatly depend upon your being devoted to 
God ; but according to the riches of his grace, 
he will hereafter reward you 1n his glorious 
kingdom in proportion to the degree in which 
you have loved him, and ſerved him on earth. 
He vill reward every man according to his 
worksJy.” 

It is not only neceſſary that you labour to 
the utmoſt of your power, to promote the glo- 
ry of God; but that you be ved in this great 
concern. Be of one mind in it. You are all 
under the moſt indiſpenſible obligations. You 


will 


t Pal. xix. 11. | Pal. cxix. 165. 5 Rom. ii. 6. 
Mat, xvi. 27. Gal. vi. 7, 9. | 
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will all find the advantage of it, both in time 
and eternity. By union of heart, and mutual 
aſſiſtance, you ſtrengthen the hands of one 
another. You animate ard encourage each 
other ; and the work of God goes forward with 

vigour and ſucceſs, when his people are united 
in it. 

Let me exhort you to unite in ſtudying 
the word of God, which contains the will of 
your heavenly Father. He has graciouſly 
cauled it to be written for your inſtruction. 
He has put his own directions in your hands. 
Ignorance of any branch of duty is, therefore, 
highly criminal O ſearch the tcriptures, “ Prove 
all things, by the contents of this invaluable 
book ; * and hold faſt that which is good.“ 
Reduce all you rea to practice; and in divine 
ſtrength, exert all your power to be exemplary 
and eminent in every branch of holineſs. “ Be 
not ſlothful, brethren, but followers of thoſe 
who, through taith and patience 1nherit the pro- 
miles||.” 

F oaths ce take {weet counſel together, 
reſpecting the great object which you all hare 
in view; the glory of God, and the means of 
promoting it. * Speak often one to another, 
Exhort one another, and labour to “ provoke 


one another to love, and to good works}.” 
This 


F t Theff. v. 2. | Heb. vi. 12, þ4 Mal. lll. 16. 
Heb. x. 24. 
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This will tend both to animate, and to unite 
vou. The mutual endearments which ariſe 
trom the mutual admonitions and exhortations 
of thole whole minds are upright, can be ex- 
perienced by thoſe only who give and receive 
them. 

While vou are unitedly mending this one 
thing, you may expect to meet with difficulty, 
and even oppoſition. You live in a world, in 
which there are combinations tor fin and Satan, 
as well as for God and holinets. Your endeav- 
ours will be refented by the ungodly. You 
will be deſpiſed, perhaps hated, by carnal, tri- 
fling profeſſors. The corruptions of fallen na- 
ture will oppole you. Probably you may ha- 

Zz ard, poſhbly forteit, ſome ſecular advantages. 
You muſt therefore reſolve, by grace, to de. 
ny yourſclves, and take up Your crols daily.“ 
Look with a holy indifference on the 92 
the honours, the pleaſures, and the triend{hip, 
of this preſent world, as poor fading things. 
Neither thele, nor the ſufferings you may en- 
dure in deſpiſing them, are“ worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed 
in you,“ at the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. Imi- 
tate the noble example ot Moſes who © eſteem- 
ed the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt; and like him, have © re- 


ſpect 
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[pet to the recompence of reward.“ 

To engage, and to unite your whole ſouls in 
this glorious purſuit, remember that Gop is 
invariable in his methods of dealing with men. 
He always did, and ever will, © honour thoſe 
who honour him :” But thole who * deſpiſe 
him, ſhall always be lightly eſteemed{” by 
him: and if he vouchſate to {mile upon you, 
the frowns of your moſt potent, and moſt ma- 
licious adverſaries are not worthy of much re- 
gard. Let me entreat your patient and candid 
attention, | 

4. To the Fourth and laſt branch of the 
exhortation here given by the Apoſtle, and 
recommended to your attention by your late 
affectionate Paſtor. Take care that you ive 
in Peace. 

The promotion of peace among men, is a 
grand object, and happy effect of the goſpel, 
{o far as it operates on our minds. The culti- 
vation of a peaceable temper is, therefore, one 
important branch of practical chriſtianity. 
The people of God, pronounced bleſſed by our 
divine Saviour, are declared to be peace-makers. 
Theſe ſhall be ca/led, his children, and acknow- 
ledged for ſuch, at the great day. Their 


heavenly Father is ſtyled, in our text, and elſe- 


where, “the God of Peace.” The Lord Jeſus, 
| D Our 


+ 1 Sam. ii. 30, + Mat, v. 7. 
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dur Saviour, and great example is the“ Prince 
of Peace.” The golpel itſelf is the © goſpel 
of peace.” All profeſſors of chriſtianity, there- 
tore, are under the ſtrongeſt obligations, as tar 
as poſſible, to hve peaceably with all men ;” 
but eipectally, to © be at peace among them- 
lelvesz.“ 

Many things tend to diminiſh or obſtruct the 
peace of the church. Satan is an indefatigable 
chem againſt it. He takes an internal plea- 
ture in divi ding, in order that he may weaken 
and deftrov. Falie and carnal profeſſors of 

chriſtianity are frequently employed in exciting 
contentions z and there are too. many of this 
character in moſt churches. 'Thele being deſ- 

titute of the power and ſpirit of true religion, 
ind onſanctiticd in their hearts, are living in 
the indulgence of wrath, pride, covretoulanels, 
and other abominable tempers and paſhons, 
Uametricatly oppolite to the goſpel; and are 
aten the occaſions of diſturbance among thote 
h whom they are connected, With reſpect 
to perions of tuch a character, I recommend to 
gu, brethren, the wholeſome direction of the 
Orcat Apotlle. « Mark them who cauſe divi- 
"ys and offences, contrary to the doctrine 

Mich ve have le med; and avoid them; for 
they chat are luch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, 


{ Ifai. iz. 6. Eplies. vi. 1. Rom, xii, 18. 1 Theſ. v. 18. 


„ 


„0 4 4 — 


„ — 


3 


ADVICE TO HIS PEOF UHR. 39 


Chriſt, but their own belly; and by gow 
words aud fair tpecches, deceive the heatts of 
the fimple +.” 

Even among real Chriſtians, there are mary 
who are weak and inadvertent, who toy fre— 
oucntly tpeak and act in an imprudent man— 
ner. _ Theie often, without detign, Gecalion 
Uiitrels to the pru leut and judici: "us, a. ane re. 
Proaches from 1 05 : incontideratèe and un 80 x11 
„ho cageriy COLVace opportunities to dei une; 
and vility the ways and people of Goc. 

In the beit chriſtians there are too many de— 
fects. Among thcie, different intereſts and 
various attachments, are often more prevalent 
than they ought to be, miſunderſtandings take 
place, and the contending parties are nat eatily 
reconciled, Satan takes the advantage, pre- 
judices ariſe ſtom circumſtaaces in which there 
was nothing really criminal. Looks, geſturcs, 
expreſſions, are all obſerved ; and con! truce] 1. 
an unfavourable light. . Theſe premitoes 
ditcovered to others. By ruminating ande. 
verting they collect ſtrengtl NAIC u 8055 111 
was tended; and ſuljucions zue admit, 
and ipdulged. rere man has eee | 
friends and confidents. Ditterent concept; 
are 10. med of ve lame actin... Parties ariie, 
Ihe parties grow warm on one fig; and tt 
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warmth occaſions heat on the other. The di- 
>:reeable effects are ſometimes of long continu- 
ce. On the tight of thele things, we na- 
urally exclaim, wich the Apoſtle James, 

' Behold how great a matter a little fire kind- 
eth“ It the whole epiſtle of this Apoſtle, 
were carefully read, and reduced to practice by 
rote: ors of Chriſtianity, many ſuch moral 
Glut Hlers would be happily prevented, or ſoon 
Fei NOVes, There are likewiſe directions given 
by other Apoſtles, which, if reduced to prac- 
tice, would greatly conduce to the peace of 
nobel churcacs. I recommend the following, 
gut of many, to your ſerious attention. We 
that arc ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of 
ne weak, and not to plcale vurlelves, Let 
ery one of us picale his neighbour, for his 
00, to edificativn,—Let nothing be done 
1: rough rite or vain glory, but in lowlineſs of 
iind, let each eſteem others better than them- 
Alves. Look not every man on his own things, 
zut CVery man allo on the things of others. 
tet the fame mind be in you w hich was allo in 

trilt Jeſus?.” 

Above all the evils which diſturb the peace 
ef churches, and occaſion dilorders in them, 
pcrhajs none is equally fatal, with the vile and 
diabolical practices of evil ſurmiſing, tale- bear- 


ing 


James i. i. 5. 1 Rom. xv. 1, 2. Phil. ii. 3, 4, 5 
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ing, whiſpering, and backbiting. How much 
the blefled God abhors thele practices, may be 
Judged by the many inftances in which he has 
in the ſtrongeſt language, forbidden and con- 
demned them, both in the old ant new IT 
tament. Thou ſhalt not go up and lawn '1 
as a tale-bearer among thy People. A kale: 
bearer revealeth ſecrets ; but he that is of a 
faithful ſpirit concealeth the matter. the 
words of a tale-bearer are as wounds, and they 
go down into the innermoſt parts ot the belly. 
He that gocth about as a tale-bearer revenleth 
ſecrets : therefore meddle not with him that 
flattercth with his lips. —Where there is n9 
tale-bearer, the ſtrife cealeth*.” How happy 
would it be for churchcs, and for individuals, it 
theſe paſſages were conſcientiouſly regarded, 
Whitpering, backbiting, evil- ſpcaking , and 
evil ſurmiſing, are ranked among the moil 
enormous crimes, and condemned with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, in that book, by which we 
mult all be judged, how much ſoever we noiv 
regard, or diſregard it. © A froward man low- 
eth ſtrife, and a whiſperer ſeparateth chief 
friendsd.“ In this infallible book, whitperers 
and backbiters are placed in one of that black 
catalogues of ſinners which the 4cathens them- 
ſelves allow to contain the characters of thoſe 
D 3 who 


Lev. zix. 16. Prev. xi. 13. xviii. 8. 2 x. 26, 
xxvi., 20, 22. & Prov, xvi. 28. 
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who are Tverthy of death. Sinners, who are fil- 
Jed with all unrigliteouſneſs, fornication, wick- 
(dneſs, covetoulneſs, maliciouſneſs; full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; 
re hiſperers, backbiters, haters of God, deſpite- 
ful, proud, boaſters, inventors of evil things, 
diſobeclient to parents, without underſtanding, 
covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmercitul+.” Theſe characters 
are ſo deteſtable, and ſo pernicious to Socicty, 
that Paul was afraid leſt he ſhould find ſome of 
them in the Corinthian Church||, leſt he ſhould 
tind among them “ debates, envyings, wrath, 
ſtrifes, backbitings, whiſperings, ſwellings, tu- 
mults.” Among the characters of a citizen of 
Zion, one is, that “ he backbiteth not with his 
tongue—uor taketh up a reproach againſt his 
neighbour.” Nor is any crime more expreſſſy 
forbidden than that of evil-lpeaking*. Timothy 
is directed to withdraw himſelf from thoſe who 
practiſe, or who occaſion, railings and evil ſur- 
miſings. as infectious and dangerous perſons. 


The injury that has been done to churches - 


2nd individuals, and the advantages which have 
been given to the adverſaries of Chriſt and his 
religion, by theſe abominations is unutterable. 
1 intreat you, my brethren, to beware of theſe, 

and 


om. i. 29—3t. | 2 Cor. xii. 20, * Pſalm xv, 
Ephel. iv. zi. June ir. 11. 1 1 T. m. iv. 4, 5. 
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and all ſinnilar practices, if you wiſh to prornote 
union of heart, and to “be at peace among 
yourlelves*,” 

It is much to be lamented that ſome weak 
pertons have taken up the idea that we do not 
peak evil of others, nor are guilty of the ſin of 
backbiting, unleſs we ſay that which is zo? true 
of our fellow-creatures. lt is evident the truth 
and falſhood of what we ſpeak, do not deter- 
mine whether we are guilty of this fin or not. 
It I miſrepreſent the character or conduct of 

others, and know it to be a miſrepreſentation, 
this is the fin of /andering ; but if I unnccefſa- 

rily cenſure or reproach thole who are abſent, 
though I ſpeak the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, it is the fin of 
backbiting. The iniquity, of this practice, 
would caſily be diſcovered, by conſidering the 
injury which I may do to my abſent tellow-crea- 
ture, by relating his real faults; and how un- 
righteous it is to injure any one, even the worſt 
being that exiſts. Could perſons be perſuaded 
to make the caſe of an abſent perion their own, 
this evil would appear in a ſtronger light; for I 
feel that I could not with another, without ne- 
ceſſity, to expole even my real miſtakes or miſ- 
conduct. Now the rule which our Saviour has 
given us, and which is ſo equitable, that it re- 
commends 


* 1 Theſſ. iv, 13. 
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commends iifci'f to very conſcience, is to do to 
others, whether pretent or ableat, as [ would 
with them to do to mel. Can any one, they, 
pretend that lie acts the part of ac! uriſtian, w hile 
he unneceſlaril) ipeaks to the ciladyantage Of 
an abſent perlon * 

Conſider, therefore, the iniquity of ſuch a 
practice, and how injurious it is to the Peace 
of Society; and * ſpeak not evil one of ano- 
ther, brethren}.” The paſſage before us im- 
plies, and the nature of things evinccs, that 
meais are to be uicd by every member of any 
ſociety whatever, in order to preſerve and pro- 
mote the Peace of it. Theſe means ought to 
be uſed] with perſeverance and diligence: “ It 
it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, lire 
peaceably with all men“.“ 

It is fundamental to every thing which can 
be done in this view, that you all earneſtly 
labour after a peaceable diipofition. Where a 
deſire to pleaſe and to o9/ive, univerſally pre- 
vails, rules are eaſily and carefully obſerved. 
It is your duty, and your intereſt to pray that 
this diſpoſition may prevail in you all. It will 
do more to proinote the peace of the Church 
than many arguments. Though a perſon of a 
peaceful and obliging diſpoſition may not poſ- 

ſeſs 


ji Mat, vii. 12. Luke vi. 31. ! Jam. ir. 11. 
* Rem. Xl, 18, 
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lets the art of pleaſing, he will, however, not 
lrequently diſplexte+. 

Be carctul, if poſſible, never to ſay, or do, 
any thing that is offentive. * Give none of. 
lence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the church of God“ Haſty expret- 
ſions, thy looks, diſtant and unkind treatment, 
though nothing offenſive be intended, may Jay 
a foundation for prejudices, not ſoon removed; 
and theſe prejudices may break forth into quar- 
rels and contentions, the miſchievous effects of 
which may be of long continuance. Few who 
have been much acquainted with mankind, can 
have failed to make theſe obſervations. They 
ſhew the propriety and importance of Solo- 
mon's advice, which I beg leave, brethren, to 
recommend to your attention ; as well as the 
tact upon which it is grounded. The be- 
ginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water ; therefore leave off contention before 
it be meddled with*.” 

Avoid, particularly, the enormous crimes 
mentioned above, ?a/2-bearing, Whiſpering, back- 


_ biting, and evil ſurmiſing; ö which 10 ellectually 


deliroy the peace and proſperity of all churches 
in 


„When the deſign of pleaſing is vifble, an abſurdity 
in the way toward it is eaſily forgive“ 
SPECTATOR, No. 21. 
1 Cor. x. 31. * Prov, xvil. 14. 
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in which they prevail. “ Study to be Cuict, 
and to do 1vur van bufinets.*” Remember, 
It is an honour tor a man to > ceaſe from rie; 
but every /c0l will be meddling.” Never un- 
neceflurily concern youricives With the charac- 
ters or conduct of others, unlels you can do it 
to their advantage. Our Savivur's golden Rule 
abovementioned, it duly atterded tos, Wouul 
prevent n.vch tia, and many iucenvenienctex. 
Every thinking man fees, and every horett 
man acknowlde es, the propricty of it. None 
would wiſh cthers to be perpetually tattling 
about themſelves and cxpoling their defects, 
when they have not the opportunity of peak 
ing in their own vindication. Let no one then 
among you be guilty of ſuch behaviour to- 
wards others. The peace of no ſociety can 
be long maintained, where ſuch a vile practice 
is allowed, 

Be not tond of making remarks on the im- 
proprietics which you oblerve, or imagine you 
obſerve, in the behaviour of other men, whe- 
ther friends or ſtrangers. It is, indeed, a proof 
of a contracted or four mind, to be offended 
when tuch oblcrvations are nde: But there 
are ſo many pertons of this clas, that fuch ch 
ſervations ought to be male will: great cau— 
tion. Nlany little inadlvertenties of conducr, 
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and expreſſions dropped without conſideration, 
having no immoral tendency, are better pafled 
over than noticed. Taking notice of them 
has often excited diſagrecable ſenſations, and 
produced animoſit ies among brethren. 

Beware of aſſuming authority and unbecom- 
ing importance among your friends. Re- 
member that every one has a /e// : Every one 
can feel. Such alluming airs grieve your bre- 
thren, ani] offend Chriſt ; w ho, as we have teen 
above, allows no ſuperiority of this kind, to 
any of his diſciples. Nor can theſe aſſumptions 
among men of underſtanding, anſwer the pur- 
pole intended. If human authority in the 
church of Chriſt were ot that value and im— 
portan.e, which it is in this caſe ſuppoſed to 
be, atlumed airs are not the means of obtain- 
ing it. Humility, kindnets, and condelcen- 
ſion, are the means of procuring real etteem 
and influence. In this, as in other citcum— 
itances, „He that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 
exalted;“ and “ before honour is humility.” 
Pride, arrogance, and aſſumed ſelf- importance, 
are generally treated, by men of wer en 
with the contempt they deſerve. The conle- 
quence is frequently animoſity and conten- 
tion. 

Beware of haſtily 7aking offence, as well as of 
giving it. We may imagine that others are 
offended with us, when they are not; and (ons 

they 
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they defign to offend us, when no ſuch deſign 
exiſts. A perſon may make obſervations, not 
the moſt judicious, not properly timed, with- 
out deſigning to be offentive. Such oblerva- 
tions mav be ambiguous, and admit of a two- 
fold conſtruction. A ſuſpicious temper will 
put that conſtruction upon them which 1s the 
moſt unfavourable. This tuſpicion rancours 
in the heart, is laid open to others ; and facts 
are taken for granted which never exiſted. One 
evil leads to another. The Church is diſturb- 
ed. Reports are circulated ; and contention 
is the conſequence. On both fides, brethren, 
theſe ſurmiſes, and this behaviour, ought to be 
avoided. 

Should any of you apprehend that you are 
lighted or unjuſtly treated by another, be not 
forward to reſent it. You may have miſtaken 
the intention ot the perſon with whom you 
are concerned. But ſuppoſing his intention 
unkind, it is more honourable to overlook and 
to forgive the offence, than to reſent it with 
indignation : © The diſcretion of a man de- 
terreth his anger ; and it is his glory to pals 
over a tranſgreſſion|}”” Forget not the Chriſtian 
rule; © Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted ; forgiving one another, even as God, 
tor Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven yout. 

Beware 


Prov. xix. 11. 1 Ephes. iv. 32, 
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Beware of <vranz/ing, in all its forms. It 
any offence have been given, or any thing done 
to you by others, which requires animadver- 
non, our Saviour has given you a plain rule, 
by which to effect a reconciliation. Tins al- 

ways ſucceeds ; and no other method can be 
juſtified. Conſcientiouſly attend to it: It 


thy brother treſpaſs agaiaft thee,” do not re- 


port it to other people; 3 but © go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone. Ii he 
hcar thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two more; that in the mouth of two 
or three witneſſes, every word may be c{tabliſh- 
cd. And it he neglect to hear them,” then, 
and not till then, “tell it to the church: but 
if he negle& to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man, and a publi- 
can*.” 

Finally, be, all of you, earneſt and conſtant 
in prayer, for the peace of the church. * Pray 
tor the peace of Jeruſalem.” Pray that God 
would give you all peaceable diſpoſitions : that 
he would enable you to imitate Jeius, your 
great example, who was “ meck and lowly in 
heart.” Pray that you may be deeply fentible 
of the value of peace, and the wickednels of 
every thing oppoſite to it. Pray that you all 

E may 


+ Mat, xviii. 16. 
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may have power over your own ſpirits, your 
paſſions and tempers ; that you may not be, at 
any time, enſnared and overcome, before you 
are aware. The good Lord hear you, and help 
you, and © grant you, according to the riches 
of his glory, to be ſtrengthened with might by 
his ſpirit, in the inner man. That Chriſt may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; and that you may 
be rooted and grounded in love*, to him and 
to one another, tor the glory of his adorable 
name, through our ever-bleſſed Redeemer ! 
Thus will you be a happy and flourithing peo- 
ple. Your late good Paſtor's beſt wiſhes for 
your welfare will be accompliſhed, and that 
untpeakable bleſſing will be your portion which 
J am very briefly to illuſtrate, as, 

III. The Motive, by which this Apoſtolic 
exhortation is enforced. If you are thus perfect, 
of good comfort, of one mind, and live in peace, 
the God of love and peace ſhall be with you.“ 

You need not be informed, my brethren, 
that God is every where preſent, He 1s © not 
far from every one of us$.” His immenſity 
tills all ſpace. There is no place in heaven, 
zarth, or hell, where his providence and power 


are not exertedj|]. * All things are full ot 


God, was a heathen maxim; and it is both 
illuſtrated 


* Ephef. iii. 16, 17. $ Acts xvii. 27. 
| Pſalm exxxix. 7—13. + Jovis omnia plena, Virgil, 
Fecl. iii. 60, 
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liuſtrated and confirmed by the doctrine dt“ 
intallible Scriptures. 

But God is preſent with his people, in a {f-*- 
ritual manner, as the God oj all grace,“ 1 
quicken, ſtrengthen and comfort their min: 
to encrealec their purity and their contolation. 
Thus by h's ſpiritual prefence, “ thote that be 
planted in the houte of the Lord, ſhall j1 urith 
in the courts of our God. They thall ſt:!] bring 
forth fruit in old age; they ſhall be fat an 
flouriſhing].” They © grow up into Chriil” their 
living head in all hinges They © are niled with 
the fruits of righteoulnels, which arc * Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the g Hap- 

y indeed * are the people that are in ſuch a 
cale;” who, by the divine preſence, and the 
influences of his ſpirit, are growing in purity and 
comfort, to the praiſe of his great name. 

When God is thus with any people, he makes 
his ordinances beneficial to them. In waiting 
upon him, * they renew the ſtrength; they 
mount up with wings as cagles, they run” tl. 
ſacred race withort - ic cri; and walk in the 
paths of truth and holineſs, <0iort fainting. 

This gracious promile, connected with the 
preceding exhortation, calls your attention to 
ſome 1nſtrufive leſſons, which I intreat you fre- 
quently to contemplate. 


E 2 1, God 
$ Palm xc i. 13,14, Epheſ. iv. 15. || Phil, i. 11. 
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1. God 15 „the God of Love and Peace.” 
le is the Author of both thele excellencies. 
le commands his Saints to practite both. He 
communicates both love and peace to real belie- 
vers by his tpirit; and by the fame ſpirit ena- 
bes them to exemplity his commands in their 
benviaur. Ho approves them in every church, 
and every Individual, in Whom they are found ; 
an} moi potitively forbids and condemns what- 
ever is 0ppolite to them. 'Theie facts are ma- 
pieft tram what has been already obſerved. 
Hence it appears that thoſe who do not cultivate 
an practite love and peace, are oppoſite to the 
!.letied God in their tempers, and rebellious 
„gainſt him in their hives, Such muſt be © re- 
new in the ſpirit of their minds,” before they 
can hare communion with God upon earth, or 
tne leaſt well grounded hope ot being happy 

1th bim! in the next world. On the other hand, 
tot who Cultivate chriftian love and peace, 
ave one good evidence of their intereſt in the 
+ tath er 2 mercics,“ and of their title to his glo- 
zious Lingdom g. 

2. By the gracious and ſpiritual preſence of 
Liod, c churches an' individuals are made truly 
.ppy. Hence the Apoltie here mentions it, 

V Way of promiſe, as a mighty inducement to 
12110 the duties he has recommended. A 


promitc 
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promiſe ſo ** great and precious” has ficetnels 
and force enough in it, to excite the molt 
grateful attention, and to awaken all the exer- 
tion of which the human mind is capable, in 
the practice of the duties thus enforced. 

3. Means are to be uſed by churches ar] 
individuals, in order to our enjoyment of tie 
gracious preſence of God; without the uic of 
which means, that ineſtimable favour is not 19 
be expected. The means are laid before vou, 
in the exhortation already illuſtrated : and the 
promiſe is fo connected with the exhortation 43 
to ſhew that when the duties recommended are 
not practiſed. tlie promiſe by which they are en- 
forced will not be performed, nor the bleſſings 
contained in it enjoyed. Recolle:t then, bre- 
thren, what you have read; and be aſlured 
that if you be not thus “perfect, of goott 


comtort, of one mind, and careful to live in 


peace,“ you have no reaſon to hope that “ the 
God of love and peace will be with you.” We 
can add, however, with much pleaſure, and in 
the contemplation of it, you may take great 
encouragement, that, 

4. The Promiſe contained in the text, is 
inſeparably connected with the duties recom- 
mended in it. If you attend to theſe duties, 
* the God of Love and Peace all be with 
you.” No church, therefore, can poſſibiy be 

E 3 deſti- 


74 ADVICE TO HIS PEOPLE. 


deſtitute of this unſpeakable bleſſing, in the 
practice of the duties contained in the exhor- 
tation. In this, and in every other caſe, the 
means and the end always go hand in hand 
he Vaithlulncle. \Wiſdom, and Goodnels of 
God will always be demonſtrated in the experi- 
ence of thote churches that are eminently at- 
tentive to Truth, Peace, and Purity. 

\We have here an opportunity of making a 
moſt important general remark. May it be 
UcepPly engraven on my own heart, on your's, 
on the hearts of all who may read this ditcourle ! 
As no individuals can be finally miterable, but 
thoſe who perſiſt in fin, neither can any religi- 
cus Society be forſaken of God, in the uſe of 
thoſe means with which he has connected the 
promite of his preſence. The o7603 enemies 
of a church cannot deſtroy it, or prevent the 
advancement of its proſperity and comfort. 
Every age has witneſſed that the churches of 
Chriſt have generally flouriſhed moſt, when 
their outward enemies have been moſt nume- 
rous, and moſt inveterate. The blood of the 
laints is the ſeed of the church,” is an old 
maxim, the truth of which has been confirmed 
rom age to age. On the contrary, when car- 
nality, indolence, conformity to this world, 
wrangling and contention ; when thele or fimi- 
lar evils generally brev an, the effect is, ſuch 

churches 
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churches begin to dwindle, and to die away; 
at leaſt their ſpiritual conſolations are evidently 
diminiſhed. It is when churches walk in the 
tear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt,“ that they are generally © multi- 
plied*,” as well as edified. TI beg leave, bre- 
thren, to conclude this ſubject with the words 
of Paul to the Philippians, in which a fimilar 
exliortation is enforced by a ſimilar promiſe; 
and wiſh you to regard them as coming from 
your dear departed paſtor ; as I well know that 
they are exprefſive of thoſe ſentiments under 
the influence of which he laboured among you: 

* Thoſe things which ye have both Icarned. 
and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, do: 

am the God of Peace ſhall be with you.” 


A few general obtervations, which this part 


Of Scripture ſuggeſts, which every immortal 


creature ought always to remember, and which 
beſecch you frequently to review, ſhall clole 
the whole of this diſcourſe. 

1. How evident is the Jealouſy and Purity 
of the great God ! He will not bleſs with his 
preſence, thofe perlons or churches who are 
living in the voluntary indulgence uf any fin. 


ay I Mlinels becomes his houle for ever. He 
* il be ſanctified in them that com nigh 
aim; 


* Ads. Ig. t,. 2 Phil, iv. 9. 
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him; and before his people, he will be glori— 
fied*.” He is of © purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity.” Take care, brethren, how you trifle 
with a God of infinite purity. If indolence, 
wrath, pride, conformity to a vain world, or 
any other fins be indulged among you, the 
Holy Spirit will be grieved. The gracious 
preſence of God will depart from you. The 
Lord will treat you as he has treated other 
churches which have ſunk into carnality of 
mind. le will, probably, in the end, © rc- 
move your candleſtick out of its place, except 
you repent.” 

I requeſt, that you would frequently read the 
Epiſtles written to the ſeven churches in Atia||. 
Obſerve what Jeius approved and diſapproved 
in them; and remember that He is the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” Fle ſtill ap- 
proves the ſame exceliencics, and diſapproves 
the ſame iniquities; and will continue to do fo 
to the end of time. You will not confider this 
as the language of ſuſpicion, or reproof ; but of 
friendly caution. I rejoice in your preſent proſ- 
perous condition. 1 and many others remem- 
ber the time when the church I am now ad- 
dreſſing, was very low indeed. Through the 
bleſſing of God on the labours of your late 
Paitor, 1t has been recovered from that diſmal 


ſit uat ion 


* Lev, x. 3. Rev. ü. ill. 
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litu ation, to a ſtate of reſpectability. I rejoice 
in your preſent proſpect of enjoying the labours 
of another worthy miniſter of Jeius Chriſt, 
who will feed you with knowledge and un— 
derſtanding;“ and, by the fame grace, build 
you up, © an habitation of God, through the 
Spirit.” 

m You fee, from the patlage we have cu- 
deavourcd to illuſtrate, what that great bleſling 
is which all churches ought to ſeek, in order to 
their proſperity and comfort, the preſence of 
God. Riches, honours, the eſteem of men, 
can never make you truly happy. But to en- 
Joy the ſmiles of our heavenly Father, and the 
quickening influences of his ſpirit, is a bleſſing, 
and an honour that we can never value ſuffici- 
ently. Theſe revive our fouls, ſupport our 
minds, and purity our hearts. By thele, mini— 
ſters are vigorous, and labour with ſucceſs ; and 
the people under their care “ grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Telus Chriſt.” Let this be your great concern. 
Pray for it daily. Ule the proper means; and 
* God, even our own God, will affuredly give 
you his bleſſing.” 

. You will here perceive in what light we 
ought to view ſuch profeſſors as obſerve not the 
duties here recommended. They e in 

them- 


+ Mr, Wirrian TayLon, 
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themſelves, and ſo far as they can jafluence 
others, they propagate in their tellow members, 
a temper and conduct directly oppotite to the 
mind of God. Conlequently they are enemies 
to the proſperity of genuine chriſtianity. Alarm- 
ing as the conſideration is, we nend not heſitate 
to affirm, that they are * the enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt|].'* In proportion to the degree 
in which this carnality prevails among any peo- 
ple, the Spirit is grieved, and the preſence of 
that God, without whom they can do nothing, 
15 excluded from them. 

Happy, indeed, are thoſe Chriſtian Societies 
which are free from ſuch members! Happy 
they, who, by a wholeſome diſcipline, get rid of 
them as ſoon as poſſible; and who unitedly 
keep alive to God, in the practice of theſe im- 
portant duties! Be perſuaded, brethren, fre- 
quently to compare yourſelves with the contents 
of this paſſage ; and give no place, no not 
tor an hour,” if poſſible, to what is oppoſite to 
it. O be perſuaded to © look diligently, leit 
any man fail of the grace of God; leſt any root 
of bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled}.”” 

4. Obterve, in the laſt place, who are the 
moſt uſeful minitters ; and the molt uſetul and 
honourable members of cliriſtiza Societies. 
Not thoſe who have the cleareſt underſtand- 

| | ing 
phil. ii. 18, f Heb. xii, 15. 
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ings, or the moſt accurate conception of the 
theory of religion, while they neglect peace 
and purity : but the {piritually-minded, the 
diligent, the peaceful, the humble, the affecti- 
onate followers of Jelus Chriſt: Thoſe who 
learn of Him ;” who © walk as He walked ;” 
who poſſeſs and cultivate the ſame ſpirit of 
peace, purity, and love, of which He was the 
glorious example. I rejoice in believing that 
my good brother, now tettling among you, will 
prove ſuch a miniſter ; and that you, in imi— 
tation of him, ſo far as he imitates our blefied 
Redeemer, will be ſuch a people. It fo, I am 


| ture © the God of love and peace will be with 


you.” Under the cheering influence of His 
Spirit, you will “ flouriſh like the palm-tree, 
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. You will 
be fruittul, even in old age; you will be fat and 
flouriſhing.” Thus you will experimentally 
diſcover © that the Lord is upright.” He will 
be“ your rock ;”” and you will be living wit- 
netles “ that there is no unrighteouſneſs in 
him*.” Other miniſters and churches will hear 
of your proſperity ; and I truſt “ your zeal 
will provoke very many.” You will be uſeful, 
happy, and ornamental to chriſtianity, while 
you live; and in due time, after your late af- 
fectionate paſtor, you will arrive at that bliſsful 
world, where you ſhall eternally enjoy all that 
an immortal ſoul can reaſonably defire. 

Amen ! fo be it, 


* Pſalm xcii. 12. 15. 
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Late Rev. IFILLIAM THOMPSON, 
— - —-— 


S8 T. I. 


A General I icio & his Liſs and Aliuiſiig till his 
O dinatic u. 


V R. THOMPSON was born at Wesr- 
BuTTERWICK, in the Ifle of Avi, 

in the County of Lincolu, on the ſixteenthi day 
of November, 1735. O. S. His parents were 
of that denomination of Proteſtant D;tlenters, 
known by the name of General Baptiſts, anel 
of confiderable reputation tor piety in their 
neizhbourhood. They put him to School at an 
early age; and he ſoon gave proofs of a ready 
capacity. But it docs not appear that le h. vl 
any great advantages at that time, nor that ga 
made any contideralle in Wrovements in 1:arn- 
ing, further than writing and rating Englttlh, 
As "a advanced in vears, he was mucn acl 1! tcl 
to mirth and caraal belles This gricvecl his 
aged and pious father. Lu have only one Son, 
and lic likely to tura out a vain and wicked 
youth, was », Gdiftreiting. Children owe 
mucli to parents, clyectully to proves pareuts, 
and froquently ccni 1. „t, u thy bHuaht, 
what diitreis they c nem, c hat 
F gut 
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guilt they contract, in the ſight of God, when 
they diſobey the commands, and refuſe the 
wholetome advice of thoſe who were the inſtru- 
ments of their exiſtence. 

As Nr. Tnomysox's father was a pious 
man, he compelled him to attend divine wor- 
Hip with himſelf, though as he confefled, it 
was often againſt his inclination. But, ſays he, 
I have thought ſince that this was very fſer- 
iiceable to me, as it brought me under convic- 
tons, when I attended preaching, and aſter- 
AGE, when committing fin, I had tharp checks 
©: contcience, ſo that I could not fin with plea- 
late; but often experienced the truth of that 
text, ere is no peace to the wicked, The 
ſtings of conſcience none but myſelf can con- 
ceive. Well may it be ſaid concerning the 
wicked, the way of peare thev have uot Known. 
By realon of thoſe convictions I made many re- 
{ulutions to forſake ſin, and to become ſober 
and religious; for I often concluded my ſtate 
bad, and thought myſelf in great danger. But 
the Devil, and my own carnal heart would have 
perſuaded me that I was better than ſome others, 
and that when ] was older I might retorm, and 
turn to God, and then ali would be well. 
But alas! who could aſſure me that I ſhould 
lire angther day? Thus I went on for ſome 
time and made many reſolutions; but broke 
moſt of them. Under one particular Sermon, 

from 
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hong theſe words, The harveſt is pa, tir jrm- 
mer is ended, and Te are not ſaved, 1 was very 
mh au akened, brought to tears, and retolved 
to forlake the ways of tin. Alas! thou zht J, 
ſhould it be ſo with me, how dreadiul mult my 
condition be! ſhould ! {quander away iny pre— 
cious time, until the Aar. and /rmme; of orac.! 
and mercy are ended, what muſt become of mg 
poor foul ? I muſt be miſerable for erer 
| have given the reader this account of Nir. 
TnomysoN's convictions, in his own language, 


thould it be read by any who are yer liv: no 


in fin, may they conſider how applicable 17 
is to themlelves, and may thoſe who are un— 
der fimilar convictions, and thole who have, 
through grace, believed, be enabled to make 
tome profitable ule of them! Nlay Minitters 
ot the goſpel, particularly, be excited to endea- 
vour to alarm poor thouglitlois creatures, by 
anprizing them of their dreadiul d- gor, in or- 
der that the great end of our m: nlitry may, 

through the divine bleſſing, be more abundant- 
ly antivered, which is © to open their eves, and 
ti turn them from darknets to light ,andiromthe 
power of Satan to Goc, that they may receive 
lorgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance among 
them who are ſanctificd by faith in Jelus Chriſt. 5 
The remarks which might be made vpon 
the account which Mr. Inos. has here 
given of himielt, are various and important; 


* 3 but 
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but the nature and limits of this deſign forbid 
us to enlarge upon them. 

It does not appear, however, that Nr. 
Tirowesox's natural averſion to Chrift and ho- 
tinels was ict eſfectually conquered, or that he 
was delivered now from the reigning power of fin, 
Jror he adds, that“ by reaſon of Satan's tempta- 
tions, and the vain inclinations of his corrupt 
nature, he was ſoon diverted from this cloſe and 
ſerious way of thinking, ſoon fell in with his old 
companions, and his old vain practices.” —Bur 
in procels of time, (as he expreſſes it) he was, 
by the grace of God, fo awakened, that he fav 
nothing but ruin and eternal deſtruction before 
him. He was warncd to flee from the wrath 
o come; and directed to lay hold on the hope 
et before him in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
an all- ſufficient, ſuitable, and willing Saviour 
all them that flee to him and believe in 
him.“ | 

His mind being brought to ſome degree of 
{ability and confolation, through faith in the 
Lord Jeſus, he offered himſelf to the Church, 
and was baptized in May, 1755, in the twen- 
tieth year of his age. For ſome time after this, 
ne obſerves, © I was careful of my conduct, leſt 
J ſhould diſhonour God, and give caule of re 
proach to the enemies of religion.“ But after 
this he was again enſnared, by bad company 
41d carnal amuſements, to which he had before 


been ſo much addicted. This brought upon 
him 
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him remorſe of conſcience and ſelf condemna- 
tion. But he did not continue long 1 in this fnare 
of Satan, The Spirit of God,“ to uſe his own 
expreſſions, © was ſtill firiving with him to 
bring him back again, into the right way of 
peace and ſalvation.” About Michaelmas, th: 
lame year, he propoled to ſome members of th 
church, that they ſhould have a meeting tor 
prayer, reading, and ſpiritual conv erlatiop. 
To this they agreed. They kept theſe mcet- 
ings once a week, by which, and other means, 
his ſtrength was renewed, and his gifts vitibly 
encreaſed ; ſo that in a few months, he was 
encouraged, among ſome ſelect friends, to give 
his thoughts on a portion of Scripture. His 
friends withed him to proceed in theſe exerciſes, 
by which he was animated to cloſe application; 
and “ before the winter was over, many peo- 
ple attended to hear him.” For, ſays he, 
« it was remarkable that one who but a little 
time before was a Ranter, ſhould now become 
a Preacher. I may juſtly ſay with the apoſtle, 
by the grace of God I am what I am.” 

In theſe firſt Eilays he appears to have been 
of conſiderable ule to perſons in that neigh- 
bourhood ; and, which is generally a conſe- 
quence of doing good to the ſouls of men, he 
met with conſiderable oppoſition and perſecu- 
tion from others. He continued theſe exerciſes 
at the village where he was born, once or twice 

a week; and at ſeveral other places, for about 
two 


63 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 


to years till he had a call to Hull in Yorkſhire. 
He accepted this call with much reluctance ; 
but inet with unexpected encouragement ; and 
atter he had preached there tour or five Sab- 
baths, the people at Hull requeſted his con- 
tinuance with them for tome tune longer. He 
went to reſide with them on the 18th day of Au- 
cult 1758, in the twenty-third year of his age. 
It pleaſed God greatly to bleis his labours to 
the people at Hull, ſo that the number ot 
kearcrs, which at hay beginning to preach 
among them, was imall, ſoon encreated to three 
or tour hundred; and betore ne had been there 
three years, twenty-three pertons were baptised, 
anch added to the church. 

During the three years of his miniſtry at 
Hull, he was much aftlicted in body; but ex- 
perienced great ſupports in his toul ; and aj 
pears to have been much improved in his 
knowledge of Chriſt, and the way of talvativn 
by him. „In this illness alto, he oblerves, in 
1 760, the Lord was pleated to appear tor my 
comtort and ſatisfaction of mind. I had tuch a 
92ht and ſenſe of the ſuitableneſs and ſuſficiency 
of Chriſt Jeſus to fave me with an everlaſting ſal- 
vation, that I was comfortable and enabled to 
rejoice.” On this occaſion, he put down four 
lines, very ſimple indeed; but expreſſive of the 
hol) admiration and g gratitude which then en- 


gaged 
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gaged his mind; and therefore, I venture to 
tranſcribe them. 


& And did my Saviour bleed and die 
« Forſuch a finful wretch as I? 

«© Exult, my ſoul, rejoice, and ſee, 

© The Saviour bled and died for me.“ 


After Mr. Thowyesox's account of his re- 
covery from his affliction, he makes ſome pious 
and wiſe obſervations on the great benefits 
which may be received from ſuch viſitations, 
which for the ſake of brevity are here omitted, 
They abundantly diſcover the integrity of his 
heart, and his ardent deſire by every means, to 
improve in the divine life. 

n the enſuing ſummer, 1561, he married a 
valuable young woman, a member of the 
church to which he preached, who proved a 
very ſuitable companion, and a great bleſſing 
to him, for many years. Mentioning the cir- 
cumſtances of his marriage, he remarks in the 
true ſpirit of chriſtianity, I determined to 
marry no perſon whatever, unleſs I had reaſon to 
believe the was truly godly. I would put reli- 
gion in the front, and the world, or her por- 
tion, ſhould bring up the rear. I eſteemed 
virtue far above gold -I hope we were joined 
together in, and by the Lord. O what a fa- 
tistaction to a pious, mind, to enter into the 
marriage ſtate in the fear of God, having his 


glory 
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glory in view ; and to be joined to one of his 
children.” 

It is carcely neceſſary to inform the reader, 
but it is proper we all thould be reminded, that 
20 tituation in life, nor any connections upon 

earth can cnſure uninterrupted profperity in 

ts miſerable world. Though Mr. Thomp!un 
Was now fituated as comfortably as coul.i be 
reaionably withed, and had formed a connes— 
tion which promiſed, and which actually pro- 
duced, as much ſatisfaction as perhaps can be 
expected on earth; yet he was, ſoon after this, 
exerciſed with various afflictions and diſtreſſes. 
Among thete were the loſs of a valuable fitter, 
who, as he informs us, “died rejoicing, with 
hopes full of immortality and glory ;”” and the 
lots of his mother, who, in walking from But- 
terwick to Epworth, was taken ill on the road, 
expoled to the inclemency of the night, and 
expired the next morning, ſoon after ſhe was 
found. On which Mr. "Thompſon juſtly ob- 
ſerves, “ How tudden the {ſtroke ! how neccl- 
{ary to be alvavs ready! Prepare, my ſoul, to 
meet thy God.” 

But his heavieſt affliction at this time, ſeams 
to have been that which arofc from the congre— 
gation to which he preached ; and winch 1 
think it beſt to give in his own words : G. 8 
premiling, that as I am pra ther wer 
not written, lo J am ſure ther are nu! bere 
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tranſcribed, with the leaſt deſign to inflame 
contending parties, nor to reflect on any deno- 
mination ot proteſſing Chriſtians, nor on any 
received ſyſtem of doctrines whatloever, A 
particular account of this affair is here related, 
as it will lay open a part of my triend's lite 
not much known, and may furniſh an anſuer 
to ſome enquiries which have been propotec 
reſpecting the occaſion of his leaving Hull, and 
removing to Boſton in I incolnſhire, where he 
ſpent the remaining part of his days with ule- 
tulneſs and honour. 

This winter,” he obſerves (1762) we met 
with new troubles at Hull, from tome of our 
members. For as part ot them were for Par- 
ticular, and part of them for Univerlal Redemp- 
tion, to thote of the Calviniſt party began to 
tind fault with my preaching ; for as my doc- 
trine was too ſtrict and tevere for ſome of their 
practices, they began to cavil and find fault. 
And notwithſtanding the church was likely to 
flouriſh, and the place was very well attended 
with hearers, yet the prejudices of ſome grew 
10 ſtrong, that they could not be reconciled 
with any thing ſhort of my removal. Upon 
this a church-meeting was appointed, and votes 
were given for and againſt my continuance ; 
when twenty appeared for me, and only three 
againſt my continuance*. But notwithſtand- 


ing 
Probably all the reſt were neuter. 
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ing this, they could not (or rather, would not) 
be eaſy for me to ſtay.” 

On this trying occaſion, he wrote for advice 
to the Rev. Mr. Boyce of Coningtby, in Lin- 
colnſhire; and in the tollowing Spring attend- 
ed the Aſſociation at Coningſby, where he was 
ſolicited to preach in the afternoon. He was 
heard at that time by two very valuable gentle- 
men, Meflrs Sau, Father and Son, who were 
both members of the ſmall church at Boſton 
in the ſame county. After the Sermon, Mr. 
Saul, ſenior, gave him an invitation to Boſton, 
with proper encouragement reſpecting his ſup- 
port, in caſe he ſhould think it proper to leave 
Hull. On his return to Hull, he“ found 
things much as uſual. The people divided 
and contentious: nothing could go forward 
with comfort; no members could be received; 
nor the Lord's-Supper adminiſtered, with any 
ſatisfaction. It was not in the power of the 
diſaffected party to put him away. Yet it was 
in their power to give him, and his friends 
continual trouble to prevent his uſefulneſs; and 
diſcourage thoſe who wiſhed to join the 
church.“ 

Mr. Tunoursox ſeeing no proſpect of the 
breaches being healed, between the contending 
parties, after laying the caſe before the Lord, 
and imploring divine direction, he determined 
to leave Hull, and informed the Church at 

Bo ſton 
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Bolton that he would admit of their applica- 
tion. They therefore invited him to pay them 
a viſit. To this he conlented ; and after this 
Vilit, thev invited hum to come and reſide among 
them. J this he alio conlented ; and preached 
his tarewel Sermon at Hull, Aug. 1ſt, 1762, to 
a very crowded auditory, many of whom ſeemed 
exceedingly affected, on account of his depar- 
ture trom them. His Sermon was from Acts 
XX. 27. I take you to record this dur, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men; for I have nut 
famed to declare unto you ail the counſel of 
God. 

On his removal from Hull to Boſton, he 
makes tlieſe pious reflections: * Alas! what 
removes and changes are we ſubject to in this 
wilderneſs ſtate ! G that all thetc may tend to 
wean us from the world, and-induce us more 
earneſtly to ſeek after that glorious ſtate where 
changes are not known! For here we have no 
continuing city. O may we ſcek one to come, 
whoſe builder and maker is God]! May we be 
always defiring that better country, which is 
an heavenly one! For moſt furely there remain- 


eth a reſt to all the people of God.” 


At his firſt coming to Boſton, the hearers 
were fo few that he was almoſt ready to be di- 
couraged; but was comforted and encouraged 
by his good friend, Mr. Saul, ſenr. He had 
ſoon, however, a freſh proot of the inſtability 

G ot 
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of all carthly comforts, in the death of this 
Gentleman, in June following, 1763. In him 
Mr. TnomesoN loit a benetactor, friend and 
father. On this very afflictive diſpenſation of 
providence Mr. TrHomysoN wrote, © Mr. 
Saut, like a Father, was always caring for us. 
But we were loon deprived of our father and 
our friend. Well, we muſt ſubmit to the will 
of our heavenly Father, for he always careth 
for thoſe who caſt their care upon him ; 
and he moſt aſſuredly knows what is beſt 
for us. O may his will be always welcome 
to me, whatever it brings with it, whether 
proſperity or adverſity, health or ficknels, 
life or death! I defire cheerfully to do and 
patiently to ſuffer, all the will of my God. 
I would always ſay, II is the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. Not as I will, but as 
thou wilt, O grant me grace, molt mercitul 
Father, to be always intirely given up to thee ! 
As clay in the hands of the potter, ſo am I in 
thy hands, O Lord. Deal with me as ſeemeth 
good in thy fight, only make all things work 
together for the promoting my beſt and eternal 
welfare! May 1 never think of murmuring at 
any thing thou doſt but always acquieſce in thy 
determinations, knowing that thou art righte- 
ous in all thy ways, and juſt, and wile in all 
thy doings,” 


Mr. 
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Nr. Tuoursox was on a jourbey into 
Yorkthire, when his very worthy lriend Mr. 
SAU1 was taken ill, and at his return found 
him at the point of death. At Xlr. Saris 
requeſt, Mr. TuomesoN preached his funeral 
Sermon from 1 Cor. xv. 27. Thanks be to 
Go, who vrveth us the victory, through our Lord 
reſus Chrijt. A text, ſays he, © which, I be- 
eve, was, in ſome great mealure, agreeable to 
his own experience; tor to all appearance he 
was a man of great piety, and an excellent 
chriſtian. He was a very ſingular man for do- 
ing good to his poor relatives as well as many 
others; and eſpecially to the poor ſaints, and 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. Juſt before bis 
death, he laid the foundation of a new Mect- 
ing houſe at Boſton, which he deſigned to build 
at his own expence.” 

As the church at Boſton had no Paſtor, and 
Mr. Tuoursox was not ordained for ſme— 
time aſter his coming to reſide there, the Lord's 
Supper was not trequent!y adminiſtered. He 
firſt mentions the adminiſtration of this ordi- 
nance July 24. 1763 ; and his reflections upon 
it the tolld xing day, are fo {enſfil]-, and give. 4 
pleaſing a proof of his integrity ami iet, that 
I think they deterve to be here er bd 

_ Y<lterdzy, ſays he, IL ha.! to: „rlvilege of 
Kerr the aus ape. „ the 
en,, ice, EM; 

8 E. 


7 MEMOIRS OF TAU LIFE 


Telus Chritt died for my fins, O that I may 
be enabled ſpiritually to feed on him, whole 
fleth is meat indeed, and whoſe blood is drink 
indeed ; who 15 the bread and water of lie. 
After ſo ſolenin an ordinance, I detire, as in the 
preſence of the all-leeing, heart-fearching God, 
to renew my covenant-engagements to walk 
with him, and to ferve and glorify him, in the 
beſt manner J am capable. O may the refidue 
of my days be devoted to his honour and glo- 
rv ! T have, dearett Lord, often renewed my 
covenant-engagements into which 1 entered 
when I ti{t gave myſelf up to thee. I have 
often relolved and purpoſed to live more en- 
tirely devoted to thy blefled wiil. But alas! 
low frequently do I come ſhort of acting as [ 
purpole. How do the world, and the things 
of it tend to draw my mind and thoughts any 
om thee, and things ſpiritual and eternal! 
Yet after my thoughts have been diverted by 
other objects, I can find no ſtay, nor fold ſa- 
tisſaction, till I return to thee again. Thou 
art the centre to which my foul turns, when 
the bas been roving after other objects. For 
without thee all comes infinitely ſhort of yield- 
ing ſatisfaction or peace of mind. I do there- 
fore, at this time, moſt ſolemnly engage to 
watch agaiuſt rovings of mind. O Lord, keep 
me near thyſclt, and let me never more go altys ay 
from thee, 0 let me live ncar thee every day, 

| at] 
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and more ſenſibly enjoy communion with thee. 


O let me more comfortably experience the en- 


zoyment of thy favour and pretence, in which 
real, tubſtantial happineſs conſiſts. I had ra: 
ther enjoy thee than be able to ſay the <20r/d 75 
mie, For alas! the world, and all the enjoy- 
ments of time and ſenſe, cannot make up a 
happineſs ſuitable to the nature ot this immor- 
tal ſoul of which I am poſſeſſed.“ 

Mr. Tnoursox went on in the work of 
the Lord at Boſton, with conſiderable ſucceſs; 
and was eſteemed by his people, and thoſe of 
the town, and neighbourhood 1n general. He 
was candid and obliging, a lover of peace, an 
honeſt friend of truth, and of an exemplary 
converſation. He preached the peculiar doc- 
trines of the goſpel with diligence, freedom and 
plainnets. He improved them all to thoſe prac- 
Lical and animating” purpolcs which they are 
evidently adapted to ſublerve. He addreſſed 
them to the conſciences of his hearers ; and ma- 
ny were awakened, and converted. He appli— 
ed them to the various purpoſes of holineſs and 
comfort in the chriſtian life, and had the plea- 
{ure to obſerve that they produced their effects 
in the eſtabliſhment, conſolation, and purifica- 
tion of thoſe who had “ believed through 
grace :” and thus the © pleaſure of the Lord 
protpered in his hand.“ | 

G 3 He 
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He by no means confined his labours to 
Boſton. But like one who natrral'y rared tor 
the louls of men, he cheertully embraced op- 
portumtics of preaching in convenient houtes 
ot Ins friends, at the dittanco of two, three, 
tur, and ſeven miles from his mecting-houle. 
Thus he fed his people on common days, as 
well as on Lord's days, with ſpiritual and living 
bread. On thele occaſions many could attend 
who were too teeble to come trequently to the 
public worſhip on the Lord's day; and many 
Who perhaps would othervite never have at- 
tended divine worſhip at all, came to thete 
ircek-day meetings, as they were called, were con- 
vinced, receiv ed the goſpel, and were brought 
to the faving Knowledge of the Tor . Jelus, 
Happy would it be tor "mankind, if all mini— 
ſters were equally aſſiduous in their endeavours 
to turn ſinners * from darkneſs to light, aud from 
the potc er of Satan unto God,” 

Nor was his zeal bounded within the limits 
of his own people, notwithilanding theſe his 
various labours among them. He frequently 
viſited the churches in other parts of Lincoln- 
thire, and tometimes made longer journies into 
Yorkſhire, and the middle Counties of Eng- 
land. The diladvantages, therefore, ſuſtained 
by his death, will extend to various parts. 
Marry, Mr NKSTHORP, CONINGSBY, Gos- 
BERTON, SPALDING, and FLEET, have efpe- 

cially, 
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cially, for a number of years pait, enjoyed thc 
benetit of his occaſional labours. 

Nr. Titonrsox's ſituation in lite enabled 
him to be more extenſively utetul to mankind 
than mam other minitters can be. He was in 
caſy, though not in very atiuent circumitan- 
ces. His connections were advantageous, He 
had not the encumbrance of a numerous fami— 
iv. He was therefore much mare at liberty 
than ma ny others are, and on thei'v accounts, 
the loſs of him will be tic more lenhbly telt 
and regretted. 

It may be acknowledged that Mr. Tuo p- 
£0x's natural abilities were not eminently great. 
They were tuperior to thoſe of many other mi- 
nifters ; but did not rite far above mediocrity. 
H1s cxcellency lay chiefly in employing them 
to the beit purpoles. Having by grace been 
made deeply acquainted with his own miſera- 
ble condition as a ſinner, and being impreflec 
with the confideration of the worth of fouls, 
and the infinite importance of that {alvation 
which is exhibited to man in the golpel, and 
having an ardent affection for the welfare of his 
fellow creatures, he did not trifle about unne- 
ceſſary enquiries, and ſubtle diſquiſitions, re- 
ſpecting ſubjects not to be known, or of little 
ule when they are known; but confined him. 
ſelf chiefly to thoſe important doctrines and 
duties which are clcarly reveakd, and upon 

attention 
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attention to which our happineſs for time and 
<ternity depends. 

The ruined condition of all men by fin, the 
inſufficiency ot our own righteouſneſs to recom- 
mend us toa lolv God, falv: ation by tree grace, 
through the Lord Jetus Chriſt, the neceſſity 
and nature of repentance, of faith in the blet- 
ied Redeemer, of regencration and univerlai 
holinets, with the awful glories of the world to 
come, and the ſcriptural evidences of being 
prepared for heaven; theſe were the ſubjects on 
which he principally inſiſted in the courle of his 
miniſtry, To this, and not to eminently 1u- 
perior abilities, it always appeared to me, that 
the ſuccels of his miniſtrations was to be 
aſcribed. | 

The Baptiſt Meeting-houte at Boſton, when 
he came thither, was mall, and in a very poor 
condition indeed, as well as in a very inconve- 
nient ſituation. The hearers were but few, and 
chieflyof the lower fort. Mr. Thompfon therefore 
laboured under many diladvantages ; but he 
truſted in his God; and was encouraged and. 
{upported by his invaluable friend, NIr. Saul; : 
who, as he often afterwards gratefully obſerved, 
was like a father to him and his family. His 
labours were, through the bleſſing of God, 
more uſeful then could have been expected, 
in ſuch circumſtances. In September 1763, 
five perſons were baptized, and received into 

tellowſhip 
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fellowſhip, and the congregation increaſed con- 
liderably. 

The new Nlecting-houte, of which good 
Nr. Saul had this vear laid the foundation, 
was neatly finiſhed by his fon at his own ex- 
pence, in June the year following. It will, I 
doubt not, be long viewed, as a monument of 
the bictx and generoſity 1 in which both Father 
and Son were happily united; and jor which 
they ought always to be remembered with gra- 
titude by the Congregation at Bolton. It was 
opened, and three Uitcourſes delivered in it, to 
crowded congregations, by the Compiler of thele 
Nemoirs, on June 24th, 1764. On the men- 
tion of which Mr. Tnoursox in his Diary, 
| breathes out this ardent ejaculation. ** O that 
the Lord may be pleated to fill the houſe with 


glory—that many ſinners may be born ſaints 
there !” 


SC C-T--I0, 
An Account of his Ordination, aud the'FVicws which he 
then had, and afterwards retains4, of the Miniſterial 


He. 

Mr. Tnoursox on the twenty-fourth of 
September, 1764. was ordained to the Paſtoral 
Oflice at Boſton, by the Rev. GiLynkr Boyce, 
ot Coningiby, who is vet living, beyond bis 
eightieth year ; and v hg was what forme of th. 

(Genera! 


82 ATEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 


General Baptiſts call their Meflenger. Nr. 
Bovce on that occaſion, delivered a W dilcoun te 
on 2 Cor. 1 11, 16. Who is ſufficient for thele 
things?“ 

By Mr. Tuoupsox's reflections, it appears 
that he did not enter upon that great work in 
a careleſs and tritling frame of mind; but un- 
der the impreſſion of its great and "awful im- 
portance. Since I have undertook, lays he, fo 
great a charge as the Paſtoral care ot a Church 
of Chriſt, 1 hall now ſtand in need of greater 
vitts, and greater grace, in order to dilcharge 
all, and every part of the great work to which 
the Lord has called me.—Senfible I am, it is 
a very great work that lies upon me, and 2 
7s ſufficient for theſe things * O what a mercy it 
is that 4% our ſufficiency is of Ged !—I hope I 
may be allowed to ſay with Saint Paul, that J 
can do all things which the Lord calls me to do, 
thr ongh Chriſt (my Lord and Maſter) frengthen- 
ing nie. 

Nor did he ever loſe fight of the ſolemn na- 
ture of the paſtoral office. He appears impreſſed 
with it to the end of his life; and to form 
new reſolutions of attention and diiigence, from 
time to time, in a manner which conduced 
much to his own advantage, and that ot the 
props under his care. A few extracts from 

is diary to evince this, will not, I think, be 
unprofitable 


- 
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unprofitable to the reader, eſpecially to young 


Miniſters. 


Aug. 27. 1763. © We had a meeting for 
Church diſcipline, which we ſtand in great need 
of. O that the Lord would make us juſt ſuch 
a church as he would have us to be ! found in 
the faith, pure in worſhip, and holy in conver- 
ſation! I would, in my meditations, in my 
preaching, and converſe, dwell upon the trec- 
nels of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and the ful- 
nels and 1 of the promiſes, more 
than I have done; judging it to be neceflary 
tor my own comfort, and the comfort of others. 
] would do all I poſſibly c can, to open the way 
of life. I would read the Scriptures more, and 
authors lets.—I would preach up the law more 
frequently, in order to convict ſinners, and to 
drive Phariſces from a legal foundation. Let 
perſons be brought to ſee their guilt and dan- 
ger, by breaking the law of God, then they 
will attend to the preaching of a free Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt. When they are brought to 
cry out, Hhat muſt we do to be ſaved ? then 
ſalvation by faith in Jeſus Chriſt will be a pre- 
cious doctrine to them.“ Were all young 
preachers to imbibe theſe views, and form theſe 
reſolutions, I am clearly of opinion, that the 
ſtate of religion in the world would ſoon be 
very ſuperior to what it now is. 


May 
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May 11. 1766. Mr. Thompſon mentions an 
excellent / va, which he had heard; and adds, 
O that it were engraven upon my heart, in 
order that it might be tranſcribed in my lite 
and miniſtry, every day, through the future 
part of nay lite. I want to be more earneltly 
engaged in improving my time, my precious 
time, to the beſt advantage.—O that my mind 
was more imprefled with a deep ſenſe of the 
greatnets of the work which 1 am called to, 
and which lies upon my hands! I am too apt 
to trifle away my precious time. I have great 
reaſon to be alhamed of mylelf, when 1 conſi- 
der how much time I have had for more than 
teven years paſt, and ho little I have done for 
the Lord ot my lite; time, and every bleſſing. 
Lord teach, quicken, guide, counſel, and 
ſtrengthen me, that I may be more diligent tor 
the future!“ 

Aug. 18. 1768. This day it is ten years 
ſince I went to Hull to preach the Goſpel : bleſs 
the Lord, O my foul, that he hath to long 
preſerved me in lite, and ſo liberally ſupplied 
all my wants. I have met with many difficul- 
ties in theſe ten years, from different quarters. 
But by the grace of God I am what I am. 
Praiſe his holy name for ever ! But in the ten 
years paſt, what have I done for the Lord in 
the character of a goſpel Miniſter ? At Hull 
we had twenty-three perſons added to the 
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Church, and I hope ſeveral of them really con- 


verted ; But others of them, 1 am afraid of. 


At Boſton we have added thirty-two ; and I 
hope the greateſt part are really converted. 
But God only ſees the heart. I am afraid ma- 
ny miniſters, (and I for one) will ſuffer loſs at 
the great day; for that day thall try every 
man's work, of what lort it 18s.—Lord make 
me faithful, that I may be pure from the blood 
of all men!“ | 

* Oct. 2. 1769.—I ſometimes think that by 
omar y myſelt ſo much in the work of preach- 
ing, I thall bring on a conſumption, or ſome 
habitual weakneſs of body. Yet I don't know 
how to avoid it.—Lord make me willing to 
ſpend and be ſpent in thy ſervice. May none 
of theſe things move me, to that I may but 
timſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
which J have received, to teſtify the goſpel of 
the grace of God.” 

Sept. 24. 1770. It is fix ycars, this day, 
ſince I was ordained paſtor over this church. 
Ah me, how time runs away! How little have 
I done for my bleſſed Maſter, who has done 
lo much for me Lord, quicken me to greater 
zeal and diligence | and make me a paſtor after 
thine own heart; that I may feed thy people 
with ſpiritual food, with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, that thou mayeſt be glorified both by 
them and me!“ | 


H Jan. 
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Var 11. 1706. Mr. Thompſon mentions an 
exre/lent ſor, which he had beard 3 and adds, 
„ () that it were engraven upon my heart, in 
order that it might be tranicribed in my lite 
and miniſtry, every day, through the future 
part ot mi lite. want to be more carneitiy 
engaged in improving my time, my precious 
time, to the belt ady antage.—0 that my mind 
was more impretied with a deep ſenſe of the 
creatnets of the work which I am called to, 
and which lics upon mv hands! I am too apt 
to tritle away my precious time. I have great 
realon to be athamed of mvlelt, when 1 conſi- 
der how much time I have had for more than 
even vears paſt, and how little I have done for 
the Lord ot my lit; time, and every bleſſing. 
lord teach, quicken, guide, counſel, and 
trengthen me, that I may be more diligent tor 
the future 2 

Aug. 18. 1768. This day it is ten years 
lince ] went to Hull to preach the Goſpel : blets 
the Lord, O my foul, that he hath ſo long 
preſerved me in lite, and fo liberally ſupplied 
all my wants. I have met with many diſſicul- 
ties in theſe ten years, from different quarters. 
But by the grace of God I am what I am. 
Praiſe his holy name for ever ! But in the ten 
years paſt, what have I done for the Lord in 
the character of a goſpel Miniſter ? At Hull 
we had twenty-three perſons added to the 
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Church, and I hope ſeveral of them really con- 
verted ; But others of them, 1 am afraid of. 
At Buſton we have added thirty-two; and J. 
hope the greateſt part are really converted, 
But God only fees the heart. I am afraid ma- 
ny miniſters, (and J for one) will ſuffer loſs at 
the great day ; tor that day thall try every 
man's work, of what lort it is.—L.ord make 
me faithtul, that I may be pure from the blood 
ot all men!“ | 

* Oct. 2. 1769.— l ſometimes think that by 
exerting myſelf ſo much in the work of preach- 
ing, I thall bring on a conſumption, or ſome 
habitual weaknels of body. Yet I don't know 
how to avoid it.— Lord make me willing to 
ipend and be ſpent in thy ſervice. Nay none 
of theſe things move me, to that I may but 
timſh my courſe with joy, and the minittry 
which I have received, to — the golpel of 
the grace of God.” 

Sept. 24. 1770. It is fix years, this day, 
ſince I was ordained paſtor over this church. 
Ah me, how time runs away! How little have 
I done for my bleſſed Ma her who has done 
lv much for me | Lord, quicken me to greater 
zeal and diligence | and make me a paſtor after 
thine own heart ; that I may feed thy people 
with ſpiritual food, with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, that thou mayeſt be glorified both by 
them and me!“ 


14 Jan. 
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Jan. 25. 1773. After 8 ſome of 
his miniſterial labours, he adds, Lord bleſs 
my poor feeble endeavours at home and abroad 
I am a poor unworthy inſtrument to be em- 
ployed in thy ſervice ; and thou mighteſt long 
ago, have laid me aſide, as ſuch; but art ſtill 
pleaſed to employ me. O let not my unwor- 
thineſs hinder me from being uſeful to immor- 
tal ſouls ; but own- thy word, and let thy plea- 
lure proſper in my hands!“ 

Mr. Tromesov in his diary frequently ac- 
knowledges what he apprehends to have been 
defetive in his miniſterial labours, and reſolves 
upon improvement. This, I think, diſcovered 
his anxiety to do the work of his great Maſter, 
and was one mean of his uſefulneſs. It may be 
of ſervice to young miniſters to read a few of 
his oblervations on this ſubject. 

April 8. 1776. A pleafing addreſs in a 
goſpel miniſter is a great recommendation. I 
want to improve in this, and to contract my 


diſcourſes into leſs room. I would ſtudy what 


ought uot to be ſaid, as well as what ought. 
I am very much hurt by ſpeaking long, faſt, 
and loud: I muſt guard againſt theſe three 
things. Why ſhould I hold fo long, to tire 
and weary peo, and kill mylelt? But O! 1 
find it very hard work to do as I know 1 ought, 
even in this reſpect. Alt is a great thing to be a 
chriſtian, and a greater to be a lively — 

alle 
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and a chriſtian miniſter, well accompliſhed for 
the work of the miniſtry. Pulpit work is great: , 
Viſiting work is great ; Governing work 1 
great: "Every part of a miniſter's work is orouk 
and difficult. // ks is ſufficient for theſe things? 

Jan. 5. 1778. I detire to be kept Iively 
in my foul as a chriſtian ; and to be increaſing 
in gitts tor the miniſterial work, in all its parts 
and branches. Let me read, pray, ſtudy, con- 
verſe with ſerious perſons. Ec. 

April 27. 1778. O what an important 
work is preaching the goſpel! To inſtruct 
calmly, to convince powertully, to perſuade at- 


 feftionately, to comfort tenderly, and to t.acl 


duties evangelically.“ 

July 14. 1783. E wiſh to keep four thing; 
conſtantly iu view. 1. To read my bible 
through. 2. To read a ſhort portion at a e 
in a dev otional way, with meditation. To 
read it as a ſtudent and miniſter, for Pub 
work. 4. Io read it as a critic, in order to 
find out the meaning of difficult paſthoes.” 

Tuly 27. 1787. What a vallly por. 
tant work is preaching the exerlaſting gol: hd 
Alas, few, (perhaps none) when they Airtt ente 
upon it, apprehend what a work it is. 'Þ'o un- 
derſtand the ſcriptures, and to be able to ex- 
pound them; to pray in public with propriety, 
ſuitable to all occaſions, at all tines, with a 
truly devotional ſpirit; to find ſuitable portions 


of 
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of leripture; and to be quite maſter of one's 
text ; properly to introduce it, to explain it, 
to divide it, in a natural and caſy manner; then 
to illuſtrate the ſeveral branches of the divi ion, 
and deliver uleful matter through the whole; to 
improve or apply the ſeveral paris of the ſub- 
1: to different claſles of hearers, ma convin— 
eing inſtructixe manner, getting at the con- 
ſcicnces of ſinners, encouraging enquirers, anc 
cchitying and conttorting the people of God; 
1 is a great work. 

And then to deliver one's matter in a 
ata that is pleaſing and] acceptable; to pro- 
ehe and accent well; to fpeak with proprie- 
tu, good language, ealy to be underſtood, the 

eriods ſhort, and ſentences ſtriking ; to ſpeak 
neitber too faſt, nor too ſlow, too loud, nor too 
es. To inform the judgement, and at the 

tune tune, touch the paſſions ; to give a ſuit- 
atic word to all; to fend away the audience 
Pic ale 4 and profited ; to hol long enough, 
and nut too long; to have always an uſeful 
variety Of texts, method and matter; to open 
the law, and to prezch the glorious goipel to 
poor ſinners; to ſpeak in a comfortable manner 
to ſaints, ot their privileges, promutes and pro- 
* ces; and at the ſame time, to ſet before 
(12647 their reſpective duties, religious, relative, 
(co) and perſonal; and to enforce all theſe by 
evangelicat 


CT. 
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evangelical motives, ſo as to affect and quicken 
to practice. O what an arduous work!“ 

And then, if we take into the account the 
duties of the paſtoral office, it will make the 
miniſterial work appear more important ſtill. 
Duly to adminiſter the ſacraments, to rule a 
chrittian ſociety according to the ſcript ure; 
to keep up order, and maintain unity among 


them; to ſpeak a ſeaſonable word to every in- 


dividual we viſit, or who may apply for advice 
on various occaſions; to keep up a becoming 
zeal, and the life and power of religion among 
them for a courle of years. This 1s a very dit- 
ficult work. /I ko is ſufficient for !hefe things ?"" 

It will appear afterwards that Mr. LuomP- 
SON was candid and kind to thole who diftered 
from him. He was alto very ready to overlook 
the defects of thoſe preachers whole abilities 
were inferior to his own. When he made rc- 
marks on the performances ot others, to their 
diladvantage, it was generally in a way of ad- 
monition to himſelf, or to ſerve ſome good 
practical purpoſe. One inſtance of this Kind, 
may, I think, be of ule to young preachers, and 
fo may anſwer the general purpoſe for which 
thele memoirs are intended. 

« Nov. 16. 1787. I heard Mr. in the 
evening, from plalm Ixxxiv. 1. Hoto amiable 
are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts. He ipeaks. 
bad engliſh, and ſhouts amazingly, which makes 
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it very unpicaſant to hear hun. He obſerved 
no method, but ſpake in a rambling uncon- 
nefted way, and hawled in his peculiar enti- 
monts in wan awkvard manter. l with mini— 
ſters would remember that the grand deſign of 
Preac!ung is to convert pour tinners, by giving 

thern proper inſtructions, concerning God, 
themſelves, and the Saviour. Lord help me 
to remember this perpetually, and never to lole 
ſiglit of it in my public preaclung : and may 
thy blefang attend!“ e 
A ſhort reflection made by him a few months 
before his diflolution, though perhaps not ex- 
actly in point, may be here interted ; as it will 
pive pleaſure to his friends, and in a good de- 
gree evince, that he retained the ſame ferious 
view of .the miniſterial work to the end ot his 
life. © Sept. 24. 1793. I have lived to fee the 
Autumnal Equinox once more return. How 
wonderful that I am yet alive, after ſuffering ſo 
much aifliction, pain, and trouble! O may I 
ive more and more unto the Lore, and ſtand 
prepared to die unto the [or | This day twen- 
ty-nine years I was orduncd, 55 {et over the 
a at Byiton, as their Pattor; and though 
unworthy of the office, and very imperfect in 
the diſcharge of the v arious duties of it, yet I 
am continued in it for {o many rears ; and [ 
hope, with a good degree of reſpect and repu- 
tation from my people and others. 1 know 
more 
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more of my imperfections than any other knows 
ot me. May my few remaining days be tpent 
to very good purpoles | I am very feeble, botty 
in body and mind. The good Lord ſtrengthen 
both, it it be his will!” This was written leſs 
than five months before Mr. Thempton's death. 


SECT. III. 
Mr. Tuostesox's Struggles and Doubts, reſpeAing the Truth 
of his Converſion, and his interest in Christ; and the means 


he uſed for Satisfaction. 


Mr. THomrsoN like many other eminent 
children of God, had various ſtruggles witly 
unbelief, and tears leſt he ſhould deceive him- 
ielt; eſpecially in the tormer part of his profet- 
ton, and miniſtry. His mind was tender. He 
was very lubject to nervous complaints; and, 
which is not untrequently the cafe, 1t was ſome 
time before he arrived at that clear view of the 
fundamental doctrines of the goſpel, and of the 
genuine proots of true converſion, which fo hap- 
pily conduce to the eſtabliſhment of the foul, as 
to keep it free from darkneſs and embarratſ- 
ments. A few extracts from his diary, reſpect- 
ing thele ſubjects may be of ſervice to the con- 
icientious reader. 

Feb. 4. 1764. © Alas! how have I gone 
ſorrowing tor ſome weeks paſt! How am I tor- 
mented with flaviſh fears! How am I beſet 
with doubts and ſcruples! How am I — 

C 
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<d with clouds and darkneſs! Indeed, I may 
ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, that I go mourning all 
the day long. O What remainders of unbelief! 
Lord increaſe my faith! Art not thou faithful- 
nels itſelf ? Are not all thy promiſes certain and 
{ure ? Have they not all been ſealed with blood? 
Are they not all made in Chriſt Jeſus? And 
has he not done whatever is neceſſary for a ſin- 
ner's acceptance with God? And doſt thou not, 
my ſoul, believe in this Saviour? Haſt thou 
not received him in all bis offices? And are not 
the promiſes made to all who believe in, and 
cordially receive him? O then, c/v cat dozen, 
my foul ? : 
« Take comfort from, and learn to live upon, 
the naked promites. Do not pore fo much 
upon thy ſinfulneſs, and think ſo little upon 
Jeſus's fulneſs, ſuitablenets and tufficiency. 
Cloſely meditate upon redeeming and ſin- par- 
doning love. Let me not always dwell upon. 
the dark fide : But let me remember redeeniing 
love. O my God! how wonderful, how admi- 
rable is thy love, which thou haſt manifeſted 
towards a loſt, guilty, dying world, in the gift 
of thy dear Son! Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, 
for his love towards mankind in general; but 
more eſpecially for what he has done for me in 
particular. Bleſſed be God that ever I heard 
the Goſpel! Bleſſed be his name for enlighten- 
ing, heart-changing, ſoul-renewing grace! 
Bleſſed 
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Bletted be his name, that ever I was warned to 
flee from the wrath to come; that ever J was 
enabled to Jeave my fins; that ever I was 
driven from truſting in my own righteouſnels ! 
How many yet go on in ſinful ways. How 
many are reſting in their own unrighteous, im- 
pettect righteoulnets! Lord I acknowledge It 
15 thy grace that made me to difter. But as thy 
grace is free tor ine, ſo for all. O that thou- 
lands, and tens of thoulands might partake of 
it, who yet abide in fin, and ſelf-righteouſneſs! 
I would bleſs thy name for ever, O my dear Re- 
deemer, on account of what thou haſt done for 
me, in that thou haſt died in my ſtead, died 
that I might not ſuffer eternally. I receive thy 
active and paſhve obedience as the ground of 
my hope. Let my ſoul ever be cloathed with 
the garment of thine immaculate ſpotleſs righte- 
ouſneſs; for thou art The Lord my righteouſneſs ,"* 

« ] defire to bleſs thee, O my God, tor what 
thou haſt, by thy blefled ſpirit, wrought in 
me; that thou haſt enlightened my mind, re- 

newed my will, and changed my affections. I 
bleis thy name that thou haſt given me power 
over ſin, and ftrength to ſtand againſt the Devil. 
I thank thee that grace reigns in my heart, where 
ſin once reigned. I would praiſe thy name tor 
ever, that thou haſt had patience with me, that 
i am ſaved from eternal death; that | am cal- 
led; and that thou haſt been gractoully pleaſed 

| to 
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to carry on thy good work. in my foul, notwith- 
Randing I have often backflidden from the. O 
that gracious promile, * I will heal their back- 
ſlidings, and love them freely.” I praile thee, 
Lord, for all thou haſt done for me, and for all 
thou haſt wrought in me. And O ſuffer me to 
bleſs thee for the poor little which I have done 
towards the gloritying of thy name amongit 
men. I acknowledge that it is not worth 
naming it is fo little; yet to the praiſe of thy 
grace will I mention it.” 

O my God, I yet want much. I am not 
what I deſire to be. I am neither ſo holy, nor 
ſo happy as I would be. O do thou perfect 
that which is {till lacking in me. Lord, increaſe 
my comforts, and enable me to rejoice in the 
ſenſible enjoyment of thy favour and preſence. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, that nothing ſhort of 
this can ſatisfy the longing defires ot my foul. 
O do though weaken my corruptions. Root 
out the monſter unbelict. O ſtrengthen my 
faith. Encreaſe my love and zeal, and hope, 
and humility, and patience, and wiſdom, and 
contentment, and every grace. And, O Lord, 
quicken me by thy ſpirit, that J may be more 
earneſt after heavenly things. O give me, eve- 
ry day, a ſpirit of grace and iupplication ; until 
I am completely happy in thy tavour, and thine 
image be fully reſtored in my foul, and I be fit 
indeed tor the heavenly world.“ Mr. Thompſon 

wrote 
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wrote this in his twenty-ninth year; and 1 
am perſuaded all who are acquainted with the 
grace of Got] in truth will allow that the ſpirit 
which lies ſo low and humble at the footitool 
ot the Almighty, which to cordially honours the 
Lord Jelus Chriit, which fo ardently breaths 
after improvement in the divine life, is in no 
{mall degree, by the grace of God, fitted for 
uſetulnels in the church; and that a perſon may 
indulge ſcruples reſpecting his ſpiritual tate, 
which are abſolutely without foundation. The 
cauſe of theſe ſeruples in him, and, I appre- 
hend, in many other truly converted pertons, 
may be ſeen in the following paragraphs which 
he wrote on the 20th of Auguſt, the ſame year, 
and which I beg leave to recomenend| to the 
particular attention of young Chriſtians. 

, tor ſome years paſt, have been ſecking the 
knowledge of pardon, aud aſſurance of God's 
love, from {ome inward ſenſat ions expecting 
to have my mind impreſſed with a ſenſe of for- 
giveneſs, and divine favour. But I too much 
neglected the word of God. I could have been 
glad to have heard a voice aſſuring me that my 
{fins were blotted out, &c. But, ordinarily, 
we have no ground to expect any ſuch thing. 
Bleſſed be the Lord for his unerring word ! and 
bletſed are thoſe whoſe names are written in 
that book of life: who find thote marks and cha- 
racters ſtamped upon their fouls, which are 19 

| clearly 
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clearly laid down in the ſacred pages. Bleſted 
be the Lord for this yrdeet experience. 

have lately had different views of aſſurance, 
and the way of obtaining it. That is, by ex- 
amining whether Jam a true believer, according 
to the account given of ſuch in the Scripture. 
And upon proving myſelf a believer, inferring, 
or concluding from thence, that my ſins are 
_ pardoned; and that I am a child, and an heir 
of glory. For we are aflured in the bleſſed word 
„f God, that whoſoever believeth on Chrilt is 
:uſtificd from all things. Acts x11. 39. That 
zuch do receive the remiſſion of fins. Acts x. 43. 
That as many as receive Chriſt do become the 
ions of God. John i. 12. And that all true be- 
lievers are the children of God by ſaith in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Gal. 11. 26.“ 

«* Now from ſuch Scriptures as theſe it is 
plain that whotoever can prove himtelt a true 
believer, may, at the fame time prove that his 
fins are all forgiven, that he is juftihed, and is 
4 child ot God; becaule they aſſure us that tuch 
privileges belong to the believer. But it muſt 
he ſuch a faith as is preceded by true repentance. 
Such a faith as works by love, purihes the 
heart, overcomes the world, and 1s productive 
of univerſal obedience to the commands ot 
Chriſt. Whoſoever hath ſuch a faith as this, 
ture I am, from the word of God, which can- 
not deceive us, that ſuch are pardoned, juſtified, 

adopted 
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adopted, and heirs of eternal life.” The change 
which had now taken place in Mr. Thomplon's 
mind, on this ſubject, was of great uſe to him 
atterwards, both as a chriſtian and a miniller, 
On this ground he afterwards practited the 
great duty of ſelf. examination; and recom- 
mended it to others, to do the fame. A fpe- 
cimen of his manner of ſelt-examination, after 
the change above-mentioned, may be teen in 
the following extract. 

% Nov. 27, 1764. This day I am twenty- 
nine years old Perhaps this may be my laſt 
year on earth.-—Wecil, my foul, art thou pre- 
parcc for death? C anſt thou read thy title clear 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, to manſions in the 
ſkies ? Canſt thou prove thytcli a true believer 
in the Lord Jefus Chriſt | Art thou regenerated 
by his ſpirit ? Doſt thou bear his image? Poſt 
thou copy after his example? Doſt thou de- 
light in his ordinances ? Doſt thou long to ſerve 
him better? Doſt thou long for heaven becauſe 
thou art weary of fin, and wanteſt to be made 
perfectly holy, as well as happy?“ 

] hope I can anſwer each of theſe queries 
in the affirmative. I hope I bear theſe living 
characters. But I want gieater fatisfaction 
concerning the certainty of theſe important 
things. I dare not ſay T do not experience 
ſuch things as I have mentioned above ; and 
yet ] cannot a/ways ſay I do. I am therefore 

relolved 
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reſolved what to do. I will endeavour to 
{carch the book of God, and the book of my 
own heart, and ſee if (by the help of the Lord,) 
I cannot make them agree with each other. 
Then ſhall I in this ſenſe, have made my cal- 
ling and election ſure. And O, the delightful 
privilege of aſſurance of ſalvation! I am ſure 
it is worth all the pains that can be beſtowed in 
ſeeking afterit. It deſerves all our diligence. 
GIVE DiL1iGExCE, then, my foul to find 
this pearl“.“ 

The ſatisfaction he experienced from this 
method of ſelf examination, appears from lus 
diary in future years. The two following ſpe- 
cimens in this view, may not be unworthy of 
the ſerious reader's attention. 

Jan. 27 1766. I think, for ſome weeks 
paſt, I have had a more comfortable perſuaſion 
of my intereſt in Chriſt, and union to him, 
than I ever have had, for ſo long a time toge- 
ther, in the courſe of my experience. And I 
think it is upon good grounds; i. e. from 
{cripture teſtimony. I deſire to read the word 
with a more applicatory faith, taking what I 
read, as if it were written to me in particular. 
The Lord ſays, Ifai. lv. 1. Ho, EvERY ONE ; 
and Rev. 1. and iii. chapters, He that hat / 


an 


4 


* Mr. Thompſon evidently alludes to 2 Pet. i. 10. But 
whether his view of the meaning of the Apoſtle's words 
be accurate, may deſerve the Reader's conſideration. 
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an ear, let him hear what the ſpirit ſaith.” 
Alto Mark x11. 1 What I ſay unto vc, 
I !ay unto .“ O, then, let me endeavour 
to receive the word to myſelt with all readinci; 
of mind. I deſire to be digging daily in tlie 
ſacred mines of Scripture, as for hidden trea- 
ſures, Lord, let me find grace, all-tvficient 
grace, here, and eternal glory hereaiter |"? 

% July 8. 1789. Enquiry into ſcriptural 
converſion. 1 The Jews were pricked in their 
hearts, being convicted of their guilt and dan- 
ger. Acts ii. 2. The Jailor carneltly enquired 
what he muſt do to be ſaved. Acts xvi. 30. 
3. Thoſe whom John baptized confeſſed their 
ſins. Mat. ut. 4. The penitent publican's 
prayer was, God be merciful to me a finner.” 
Luke xvii. 5. True humility of mind is 
commended by our Saviour. Mat. v. 3. Luke 
xviii. 14. 6. Paul mentions godly torrow. 
1 Cor. vii. 10. and Jeſus iaid, © Bleſſed are 
they that mourn.” Mat. v. 4. 7. Believing 
and turning to the Lord is mentioned. Acts 
xiv. 21. 8. Believing on, coming to, and 
truſting in Jeſus Chriſt are often mentioned as 
belonging to ſound converſion. Acts xvi. 31. 
Ephes. 1.13. 9. Living to Chriſt follous, and 
is the beſt, and moſt ſubſtantial evidence of a 
true ſcriptural converſion. 2 Cor. v. 15. 

Now let the enquiry be, am I rhis converted ? 
Knowing this 1 in theory, and talking of it, will 


1 2 not 


100 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 


not ava:l, unlels I am the ſubjeQ of it, and 
know it er ntally and practicaliy. I hope 
am rcally acquainted with what belongs to a 
ſaving converſion ; and that the tenor of me 
life for Liairty-four years pult, has evidenced 
that I am not dece ived. Indeed ] am conſci— 
cus of man imperfections. Fut I look tor the 
Parcloniug tacrcy ofa gracous God in Jlus 
Chriſt, and hope for acceptance, ſirſt and laſt, 
ou; through a car, dh ing, everliving, and 
molt gracious Redeemer.” 

I believe it will pleaſe the friends of this 
good miniſter of Jelus Chriſt, and the ſerious 
readers of theſe Memoirs, to know how he 
viewed approaching death, when he drew near 
the cloſe of life. 1 theretore tranſcribe the laſt 
paragraph in his diary, written leſs than a month 
before his diſſolution. 

Jan. 14. 1794. For filty-eight years 1 
have been receiving very many mercies for 
which I deſire to be thankful. For thir! ty-cight 
I have acted under a religious proteſtion, and 
generally under the character of a miniſter of 


| the goſpel. I have many realons to be humbled, 


I truſt I know whom 1 have believed, and 
that I have a good hope through grace, ac- 
cording to the precious promiſe of eternal life 
in Chrilt Jeſus my dear Saviour. It appears that 
I have ſome ſymptoms of a a dropſical diſorder, 
which molt ukely 1 will end in death, and l 
E haps 
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haps, in a ſhort time. Let me be continually 
expecting the all-important change, as it were 
every day ; for I know not which day will be 
the very laſt. Lord make me both habitually 
and actually ready. Amen! Amen!“ 


EE . 


Nr. Thoursosx's conſcientious improvement of Time, 
and attention to the Revolutions of it. 


Time is an invaluable bleſſing ; and muſt be 
accounted for at the divine tribunal, when the 
buſy ſcenes of jife are paſt. It is therefore the 
duty as well as the intereſt, of every man to 
employ it in the moſt uſeſul manner. Of this 
Mr. Thompſon was ſenſible, and, in an early 
life, reſolved upon the improvement of it in the 
beſt manner, and to the moſt valuable purpoſes. 
As an evidence of his integrity in this retpect, 
a few extracts from his Diary will, I truſt, be of 
lervice, to readers in general, and eſpecially to 
young Miniſters, ſo far as their circumſtances 
may reſemble his. 

On June 19. 1765, he wrote in the follow- 
ing manner, © I purpoſe and reſolve, in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, to divide every day, and 
appoint myſelf work and employment for every 
part of the day; leſt I trifle away m\ precious 
time. I acknowledge that I have not been fo 
careful to manage and huſband it well, as I 


13 ought 
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ought. Flow much time 1s gone, even fince ! 
vas called trom the world, to preach the gol- 
zel! Alas! 1 have made but little improve— 
ment. What vail improvement fome have 
made in the tpace ol a few years! O my floth- 
ful, indolent foul ! Le athamed, and roule thy- 
iclt from thy ſupineneſs, and work while 1t 1s 
called to-day.” 

« I would obſerve, every day, forme ſuch 
1 1 as this. 

ce In the morning, in ſummer, riſe about 
fix 0 „clock, and in riting up, and putting on 
my cloaths, I would lift up my heart in praile 

. prayer to God. 

« | would then take a morning walk, or 
be e ed about ſomething in my garden, 
while e litate upon ſome portion of Scrip- 
ture; and, before breakfait, would retire for 
private prayer, &c. Breaktaſt at eight o'clock. 

25 „ Fainiy-worlbip after breaktaſt. 

4 4. Then tetire to read, ſcarch, aud ſcudy 
te Scriptures, until twelve o'clock. . 
that take a little air and cxercite till dinner. 

5. After dinner, real news- papers, maga- 
Zines, &c. and then tor two hours, till about 
eur o'cloct;, read fermoits, i) HCA of divinity, 
or controverſies. 

6. About four, go to viſct ſome friend, and 
endeavour to promote he- i Cnvertation, 

. RN. 
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* Return home at ſeven ; {up at cight ; 
family-worthip at nine; and be always in 1 
at ten. Lord, guide me by thy counſel, into 
the beſt method of ſpending and improving 
every day of my lite. Time is precious. Time, 
how ſhort ! Eternity, how long! My work 1s 
great. My heart how flothtul ! Lord quicken 
met Strengthen me by thy blefled ſpirit. 1 
will even run in the way of thy commandments, 
when thou haſt enlarged my heart.“ 

It may be here oblerved, that though the 
preceding paragraphs Gi:cover the conſcienti— 
ous regard which Mr. Thompton paid to the 
manner in which he employed lus time; yet 
every wile man will take tuch methods, and 
arrange Eis buſineſs in ſuch a manner as he be- 
licves in his con{cience to be moſt advantageous 
to himielt and others, and mott aorecablc to 
the circumſtances in which he is placed, and 
the various dutics incumbent upon him. It 1s 
one among many procts of divine widom and 
2ootlneis, that no part:cular rules are given us 
on this head: becauſe that method uhich is 
very eath and convenient to one, might be very 
embarralling to another. 

On the Teturn of his own birth day, the 
birth-day of his daughter, and on many other 
occaſions, he has acnerally {ume pious medita- 
tion upon the ſhortneſs of lite, and the valuc of 
time: Wuh which he generally connects lome . 

Humble 
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humble acknowledgments of little improve— 
ment, and ardent breathings to employ his 
time better in future. Thus, Nov. 27, 1765, 
he writes, 

« Now, through the || paring goodneſs and 
tender mercies of che Lord, Lam arrived at the 
end of my thirtieth year. O how gracious the 
Lord is, in ſparing me one year after another! 
May I be truly thankful ! 4nd may I be ena- 
bled to improve every year, month, week, and 
day, to the glory of Him who 1s the giver and 
preſerver of my life! O how little do I grow 
in grace and holinels in one year! and, how 
ſhort is the lite of Man! Infancy, Childhood, 
and youthſul yanitics take up many of our firſt 
vears ; eating, drinking, dreſſing, workily cares, 
buſineis, ke. &c. take up Ye: y much of what 
remains. But I deſite that the future part of 
my life may be ſpent in the ſervice of God, 
anc to his glory. This may be my laſt year. 
deſire to be looking tor, and expecting death, 
not only every year, but every week, and every 
tay. May I be ready whenever death ap- 
proaches z that I may then have nothing to 
q, but to de. I am confcious of many im- 
pertections attending me daily. But I truſt 
I am in Chriſt, and if fo, ſin is not imputed 
to me, but forgiven. I defire to do more 
tor God this year than I have ever in one 
year before Good Lord ſtrengthen me! may 
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be able to give all diligence to make my cal- 
ling and election ture.” 

* Jan. 1. 1766. Another year is gone. Upon 
a new year ] ain entered. Whether I hall live 
to {ce the concluſion of it or not, the Lord 
only knoas. O that I may Le enabled to hve 
this year more to Gs glory than any former 
year of my life! Surcly we may have a true 
talte of life, and yet a conſtant thought of 
death. 

As I live in a world where all the ſcenes 
are changing, let me be expecting aſſliction and 
tribulations. Indeed at preſent I hive under 
the ſunſhine of proſperity. But how ſoon may 
my day be turned into night ; my health into 
ſickneſs, and my proſperity into the darkeſt 
adverſity! Let me be looking for changing 
ſcenes. I may ſoon be afflicted in body, in 
mind, in my friends and relations ; for all my 
earthly comforts ſtand upon a precarious foun- 
dation. Well, but have I not a more enduring 
ſubſtance? Let me look towards that good 
land where changes are never known, If God 
be my portion, I have enough. He is a ſuita- 
ble, ſubſtantial, unchangeable, and everlaſting 
good. Let me then take comfort from this 
quarter every day and hour. God is an inex- 
hauſtible fountain of living pleaſures. He will 
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% July 15. 1768. Seven years are now gone, 
(to come no more!) ſince I entered into a mar 
ringe ſtate. O how time paſſeth away! How 
quickly do years roll over! What has been 
tranſacted, and what I have met with in theſe 
ſeven years, ſc2ms juſt like a dream of the night. 
Iadecd our whole life is a dream, „a vapour, 
which appeareth for a little time, and then va- 
niſheth away!“ Many difficulties have I met 
with; eſpecially in a ſpiritual reſpect, in my 
Chriſtian experience. Yet many bleſſings, both 
temporal and ſpiritual, I have received in theſe 
{even years. So that if I balance troubles and 
croſſes, trials and difficulties, with mercies and 
bleſſings which I have received, I muſt confeſs 
my mercies would abundantly outweigh my 
croſſes. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, for al! 
his goodneſs ſhewn to me and my family the 
even years paſt. O let me truſt in him for the 
future, both for temporals and ſpirituals ; for 
time and eternity!“ 

Jan. 4. 1769. The old year is paſt and 
gone, to come no more. The new year is be- 
gun; but none knows who ſhall live to ſee its 
concluſion, except Him who knows all things. 
O how gracious the Lord is in ſparing me year 
aſter year | May I indeed be taught ſo to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart con- 
ſiantly to wiſdom, in improving time to the 
very beſt advantage! I have abundant reaſon 

| | to 
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to lament over time ſquandered away and mil- 
improved. O let me} redeem time paſt, by a 
double improvement of time prelent. Patt 
time is no more. Future time is uncertain, 
Only preſent time is my own. Soon, Soon, 
the Arch angel may lift up his hand, and ſwear 
by him that liveth for ever and ever, that 7ime 
Hall be no longer. Now, now, is the accepted 
time, and the day of Salvation. It is to-day if 
we will hear; not tomorrow.” 

In this manner, it appears, throughout his 
Diary, that Mr. Tnomplon's mind was impreſ- 
{ed with a ſenſe of the valu-fof time, and awa- 
kened to an ardent deſire to improve it well. 
May every reader of theſe Iviemoirs, and the 
compiler of them, live da'ly under the tame 
impreſſions! 


R 
Ar. Thoursox's Heady regard to what Je npprebends 
ed to le Truth His Candour tewards theſe fam 
whom be differed—and his grief cn account of Con- 
tentions among Chri(t;ans. 

Mr. Tnoupsox had conſiderable acquaint- 
ance with perſons whole religious principles 
differed greatly from thoſe which-he adopted; 
and he met with no ſmall oppoſition ſrom ſome 
of them. But thoſe who are acquainted with 
him well know that he was remarkably ſteady 
in maintaining what he judged to be according 
to Scripture, whoever acted in a different 

manner ; 
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manner; or whatever he might ſuffer in conſe- 
quence of his faith and practice, In this, and 
in every other reſpect, fo far as I can judge, 
there is a very exact agreement between what is 
contained in his diary, and what appeared it 
his behaviour. This, I think, adds greatly to 
the exccllency of his general character. An ex- 
tract from his Diary, towards the cloſe of his 
lite, will ſufficiently explain his views,. and 
diſcover his diſpoſition reſpecting this ſubjec̃t: 
and his whole lite ; during more than thirty 
years proteſſion of Chriſtiamty, fully cvinces the 
linccrity with which he writes. 

* July 19. 1792. Whatever good opinion 
I may have of, or reſpect for, perſons of vari- 
ous parties among Chriſtians, in the eſtabliſh- 
ment, the me thodiſts, preſbyterians, independ- 
cnts, quakers, or even the particular baptiſts, I 
think ] can aſſign good and ſubſtantial reaſons 
why I could not join thoſe ſocieties; but muſt 
be ſtill a Gencral-Baptiſt miniſter ; or, if a pri— 
vate perſon, a member of a General-Baptiſt 
Church. I hope I really love al) truly gracious 
pcrions of every denomination. But I believe 
our principles, and manner of gathering and 
governing churches, the moſt ſcriptural of any 
denomination ; and on that account, I am a 
General Baptiſt trom a principle of conſcience.” 

That he had fimilar views from the beginning 


of his miniſtry 1s evident from various parts of 


his 


. 
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his Diary. I truſt it will not be aſcribed to a 
{virit of malevolence, or an inclination to ex- 
cite contentions, if I obſerve that there is at 
Boſton, a particular Baptiſt Church, whote 
meeting-houſe is ncar to that in which Mr 
Thompſon preached. When he had been a 
little while in Boſton, as we have ſeen above, 
the work of God profpered in his hands. But 
his Calviniſt Brethren at that time treated his 
hearers with Jeſs liberality than might have 
been wiſhed : I, and undoubtedly many others, 
perfectly remember the trials which Mr. 
Thompton had on that occaſion. I am happy 
in a ing that the two parties, are now upon 
more candid terms with cach other. On this 
occaſion NIr. 'Thompton, on December 6, and 

29th, 1766, wrote as follows 
1 am like to be perplexed again by the 
Calviniſts, in tome ſuch manner as [ was at 
Hull. It is ſtrange that perſons ſhould be ſo 
{ond of thoſe tencts,which, according to my 
apprehenſions, are contrary to the divine Per- 
fections, and have no foundation i in the Word 
of God. I think, while in the courſe of my 
preaching, I have been guarding againſt one 
extreme. (viz. leaning to works tor acceptance) 
I have not taken ſuch care as I ought, to guard 
the other fide. 1 would endeavour for the fu- 
ture, to guard againſt both extremes. I would 
ſpeak more freely of God's univerſal love to 
men 
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men in the gift of his Son, the extent of Chriſt's 
death, the ſufficiency of the means of grace, &c. 
Lord, it theſe things are right, enable me to 
mention them with a Chriſtian temper and ſpi- 
rit, agreeable to thy bleſſed mind and will.“ 

* O that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 

and night, becauſe of the diviſions of Zion! 
What work do contentions make among the 
people of God, in the churches of Chriſt! O 
what a difficult thing it is to be a faithtul mi- 
niſter, and to act among a divided people with 
prudence, candour, temper and moderation, and 
yet be faithful to all ! Lord ſupport me ! Lord 
direct me! Lord make me faithful!“ 

Sep. 21. 1768. 1 have trouble (as a mini- 
ſter) from two forts of perſons: Such as main- 
tain Juſtification from Eternity; and on the 
other hand, ſuch as would have works brought 
in for a ſinner's acceptance with God. Both 
theſe are, as I conceive, errors of judgment, 
which ought to be oppoled : and I defire 1n 
the moſt mild and prudent manner to oppoſe 
them, in maintaining the glorious doctrine of 
juſtification by the imputation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs to the believing finner. For by 
him all that believe are juſtified. Acts x1. 39.“ 

Nov. 27. 1768. I defire to guard againſt 
a narrow uncharitable diſpoſition with reſpect 
to other perſons, who differ from me in religi- 
ous ſentiments. Wherever I perceive a . 

or 
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for Chriſt ond true religion in any perſon, that 
perſon I would love, though of very dilterent 
lentiments from myſelf. O what wretched 
work doth uncharitableneis make amongſt pro- 
teſfors ! What ſtrange dividing and ſubdivid- 
ing there 5 among chriſtians in our day ! May 
the Ulelleq time commence when all thall be of 
one hcart, and of one loul ; of one mind, and 
of one judgment. When ſpiritual war ſhall be 
learnt no more ; but peace and concord reign 
through all God's Zion.” His diary frequent- 
Iv abounds with evidence that he was cordial 
in his efteem of good men, whatever was the 


party to which they belonged. He often 


tpeaks of thoſe who differed from himſelf in the 
molt affectionate manner. A few extracts out 
of a great multitude, will evince this. 

« March 17. 1773. I heard Mr. —— a 
methodiſt preacher, a man of good natural 
and acquired abilities, and a good ſpeaker. 
Hal ſome converſation with him, and his 
company was very agrecable, entertaining, and 
inſtructive. l ih 1 bad iuch a one to con- 
verle with often.“ 

April 9. 1773. I went to hear Nr. — — an 
enlightened Clergyman who is a lively zealous 
young man, though his abilities for preaching 
are not great. Yet I hope he has been an {till 
will be uſetul. I with there were more awak- 
ening miniſters in the church of England, to 
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narm the fleepy conlcien aces of thoie who at- 
tend upon them.” 

Ihe next Paragra aph not only anſwers our 
general purpoſe, to evince ir. Tiloursox's 
candour ; but likemiſe gives us ſolid inſtruction 
upon a very important practical fubject : and 
points cout to young people in general, an 
Voung miaillers in particular, a good method 
of mreiceeving the outlines of a lermon to ad- 
vanta ge. 

« April 19. 1773. I heard Mr. a ſert- 
ous young clergyman, at a Viſitation, from 
Mat. v. 13. Ye are the ſalt of the earth. A very 
ingenious diſcourſe. He took notice, that with 
propriety the Apoſtles might be (tiled the alt 
25 the earth; as both Jevs and heathens were 
trangely corrupt. But that Miniſters now, 
alſo might be ſtiled 2% ſalt of the earth, For 
even in our age and nation, men are cor— 
rupt and ſinful, ignorant and wicked; and 
there is but little experimental religion. He 
then ithewed how miniſters are to be the ſalt of 
the earth: That they ought to act with a view 
to the glory of God, and the good of touls : that 
they ought to preach tound doctrine, and live 
good lives : that they ought to open the fall of 
man; to let forth the ſpirituality of the law; 
to call ſinners to repent, and to believe 
Lo ord Jetus Chritt tor Juſtification.“ 

* He propoted Sr. Paul as an example for 


then 
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them to copy after. He told them miniſters 
may find different employment than divertions 
in the fields, at the card-table, or dice-board : 
that they ought to read, ſtuily, and teach pub- 
lickly and privately, and go beſore the people 
in practice, that they may ſay with Paul, * Fol- 
low me as follow Chriſt.“ 

«© | wiſh, he adds, there were many more 
ſuch Clergymen as Mr. Surely there 1s 
very great neceſſity. The pcople are deſtroyed 
for lack of know ledge. Lord ſend forth more 
labourers, for the harveſt is very great, and la- 
bourers few.“ 

8 Jan. 16. Mr. one of Lady Hunt- 
ington's miniſters, preached here. He is a 
pretty ſpeaker, and I think lus preaching is cal- 
culated to do good. He addreſſes ſinners pret- 
ty treely, in order to alarm, awaken, convince, 
and convert them. Such a ſtrain vl preaching 
is likely to be uſeful.” 

« June 17. 1795. Mr.- preached, (a 
Calviniſt Baptiſt.) He is a ſenſible terious 
man; a very deliberate ſpeaker, of a courteous 
behaviour and candid diſpoſition.” 

« July 31. 1581. Mr. (an independ- 
ent miniſter) preached. —He appears a very ſe- 
rivus, good man. I with he would preach ex- 
tempore. It would be more acceptable to ma- 
. 

5 Dec. 8. 1785. TOOL a juſtice 4 
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fl - peace, dropped down dead in the ſtrest, a: 

was returning home in the evening. He was 
1 19 an of good abilities in the law, and 
an ulctul NIagitttate. He will be much wanted 
un this town, How tuddeniy docs death orte 
come! How necetlary to be always ready 
\ lay 1 endeavour to improve this providence 
tor my own advantage, and that of others!“ 

Mr. Tnoursos's diary abounds with hints 
of this kind, expreſſive of his candour and at- 
tection towards thole wh diftered widely from 
him, in various points of faith and practice. 
Some other inſtances will be naturally given in 
the following ſection, when he makes ohicr- 
vations on the deaths of good nien of various 
denominations. A reſolution which he wrote 
Aug. 12. 1786, will, I think, be a proper con- 
clution of the preſent ſection. 

« I do reſolve from this time henceforward 
to the lateſt period of my life, to entieavour to 
live in peace, love an friendihip with all goa 
men, ot cvery luty, name an; | ſentiment. As 
I claim the rig i of private juilgment, and to 
think for mviclt, all other men have an equal 
- Tight to the fame. It is every man's birthrizht 
to have liberty of conſcience, and no man has 
any rigut to deprive anotlicr of it. It is very 
amizblc ays to fpzak cautiouily of every 
peri:»n's ch racer, 1 we Cannot fav what is 
good and conumendable of them, / % nollliug. 
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In this caſe of ſpeaking concerning others, hoy 
few are there who do to others as they with 
others would do to, and ſpeak of them.” 


SD Gs: Ft 


., TmowmesoxN's Remarks cn the Lives and Deati.s 
07 others. 


This, as we have hinted above, was a fre- 
quent practice, in which he took pleature, and 
the nature of thele remarks dilcovered his can- 
dour and picty. We tcle& only a tew out of 
many. 

« Nov. 22. 1766. Had the mciancholy 
news of a nephew of iny wite's being killed on 
the fiſteenth of this month, at a {ugar-houſe in 
Hull. Alas! how ſuddenly does death often 
come, without warning! how neccflary is it 
tor us to be found) always ready, for we know 

neither the day nor the hour when the Lord 
will call us. However, ] truſ?, he was a gra- 
cious voung man.“ 1 hope he was in a [tare of 
habitual readineſs tor death; and that is a 
great bleſiing.”” 

Jan. 20. 1767. I have been rcading the 
excellent life of Dr. Doddridge ; and I ſind 
abundant rcafon to be aſhamed and humbled], 

when I think what a chriſtian, as well as a mi— 
iſh: he was: how devout ! how diligent in 
improving time! in prayer, in reading, in felt- 
examination, ſtudying, writing, preachine, 


? 
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inſtructing, in private viſits, &c. Ah me! 
what poor improvements do I make, as a chriſ- 
tian and as a miniſter ! Lord forgive ine, quick- 
en me, and ſtir me up to greater zeal and dili- 
gence !' 

* June 10. 1767. Mr. Watts, (the Calvi- 
niſt Baptiſt miniſter in Boſton) died, veer two 
days illneſs. How ſhort the warning! O my 
ſoul | am I actually ready tor death's approach ? 
May nothing g diſcompote my mind, or unfit me 
for cloſe communion with God, and actual rea- 
dineſs for death and heaven Watch and pray, 
and look for death daiiy, for I know neither the 
Cay nor the hour when it will come. O may ! 
glority God living and dying; in time and cter- 


«« Nov. 5. 1767. This morning, I had the 
news of the death of Dr. Wood of Norwich, 
an independent mi:uſter of note. He preach- 
ed twice in dur mecting-houle in 1764. How 
frequently do we hear of deaths! Our fathers, 
where are they! ere long my friends will have 
the news of my death. Let me ſtand in daily 
readinels! May I die in the Lord! 

% Jan. 21. 1765. We had the news of the 
death of both Mr. Taylor's children, of the 
ſmall-pox. A very alarming ſtroke of Provi- 
dence to tender parents,to have two fweet babes 
ſnatched away by death, both together! Nay 
we remember that our child is mortal too, and 

may 
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may foon be taken away from us. Woll, I 
hope we are all the Lord's, and therefore if we 
mould any of us be called away by death, I 
hope we thall enter into glory. O let this conſi— 
deration comfort my ſoul, that I have reaſon to 
believe that 1 and my dear wife are true belie- 
vers in Jeſus Chriſt and therefore pardoned, 
juſtified, adopted, renewed, and heirs of glory. 
And our child is yet in childhood, and there- 
fore we may be comforted in her happinets 
ſhould the die. O pleating thought of meeting 
in our heavenly Father's houſe above, where 
there is fulneſs of joy, and unſpeakable plea- 
ſures tor evermore. Rejoice and exult, my 
ſoul, in hope of the glory of God! There, O 
there, the weary are tor ever at reſt.” 
„April 20. 1768, I was ſent for to preach 
a Funcral-Sermon at Conin2fby, Mr Boyce 
being poorly, I went and preache from Mat. 
XxV. 13. to a very great croud of people. | 
hurt myſelt by ſpeaking fo loud as that they 
might hear in and out of the mecting-houſe. I 
am now very poorly of my ol: compl aint in my 
breaſt. Somebody will have my Functal-Ser— 
mon to preach by and by. Weli, be it to, may 
6 2 ſiniſh my courte with joy, an] arrive tate 
in nv Father's houle above, and all {hall then 
bi well for everniore.” 
* April 22. 1768. I was informed of tlic 
death of Mr. Bloomiich] of North-Clitton; 1 
Dae 
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hope, a very gracious man, by whoſe conver- 
fation, I formerly received benefit. Thus are 
the Saints removed one after anothcr, from 
carth to heaven, where, at laſt, they ſhall all 
meet, and live, and reign together for ever 
and ever.“ 

% Nov. 7. 1768. My father was taken 
ſpeechleſs, as he was going by water to Gainſ- 
borough-market. He laid ſpeechleſs till the 
13th, and then died. A meilenger was ſent 
for me. I went on the Friday before he died; 
but he could not ſpeak to me. He was in his 
78th year; and I hope came to his grave in a 
very good old age, ripe for eternal glory. I 
have no reaſon to queſtion his happinels. I be- 
licve he has walked with God for many years, 
and now, I truſt he has ſafely arrived at the 
haven of reſt, after a long and toilſome paſ- 
{age through the ſca of this world.—1 have rea- 
ſon to beheve that my firſt convictions were 
occaſioned by my dear father's reproots and ad- 
monitions. At one time he ſent tor me from a 
dancing; and when l came home, he very ten— 
derly, and with earneſtneſs ſaid to this purpotc, 
„O that my head was water, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night on thy account: which had a great et- 
te&t upon my mind. May I take the fame 
method of renroving my chiid and others, that 
I may have under my care. For though the 
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advice may not be immediately taken, yet it 
may be of ſervice afterwards; after many days 
or years.” | 

* My dear father was much delighted with 
my company, preaching, and letters, after I 
was employed in the work of the miniſtry. His 
ſorrow that he had before on my account, was 
turned into joy. And I h.je ere long we thall 
meet again in heaven, and rejoice in our Fa- 
ther's houle for ever. O what a blefled mcet- 
ing will that be, when dear relatives, and inti- 
mate friends {hall meet in glory, and never, ne- 
ver part nore! O how ravilh ng ! 

„% Nov. 12. 1771. This moraing I have felt 
a heavy ſtroke ot divine proviictce in the death 
of my dearly beloved brother in Chriſt, Witham 
Veal), Junr. a very gracious young man, aid a 
promiſing voung preacher. He was awakened 
to a ſenſe of his danger when very young, and 
was admitted a member of our church in the 
ſixteenth year of his age. As his convictions 
were not fo ſtrong as tome others ſpake of, he 
uſed to fear he was not a true penitent. But 
the Lord gave him ſuch a view of Jeſus, and 
of his great ſalvation, that he was ſometimes al- 
moſt overpowered with a ſenſe of his own vile- 
nels, and Jeſus's love and grace. He uſed to 
ſay that he had ſuch confidence in the Lord 
that he had no ſettled doubts of his falvation : 
only ſometimes he was afraid leſt he ſhould be 
deceived 
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deceived, becaule he had no doubts and ſears, 
which many ſpake of.” 

I believe he walked cloſely with God, and 
often had {tweet communion with him. He 
had exerciſed his gifts in private a long time; 
and for about twelve months before his death, 
he preached in Heng pretty frequently, on the 
Lord's-day evenings ; firſt in the veſtry, and 
then in the mcet1; af Be He was called to 
Goſberton and Spalding, and was liked much 
there. His laſt text was, Rev. i. 7. Bebold he 
cometh with clouds, &c. In his laſt illneſs, 
which was a high inflammatory fever, and laid 
much on his (pirits, he was troubled with ti- 
midity and many fears; which I think was 
much owing to his violent diforder affecting 
Lis head and nerves. Lord, what is man! I 
dearly loved him; for I believe he was one of 
my ſpiritual children, whom I had begotten to 
God, through the Goſpel. But, huſh Nature! 
the Lord hath called him to his arms. His 
ſovereign will be done. He does all things 
well ; and this we ſhall ſee and know hereafter. 
May the ſtroke be ſanctified to me, to his ſur- 
viving relations, and to all his Chriſtian friends ! 
Prepare each of us, good Lord, for the awful 
change, that when death comes, we may have 
nothing to do, but to die in peace. Amen.” 

Aug. 17. 1787, I received the news of the 
death of my beloved brother, Mr. 70kn Grimley, 

many 
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many years paſtor of a General Baptiſt Church 
at Loughborough in Leiceſterſliire, who dicd 
the 12th inſtant. Hoe was a wiſe, judicious, 
good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; and, I doubt not, 
has finiſhed his courle with juy. The Tueſday 
before he died, he preached a funeral ſermon, 
from 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. © I am ready to be 
oftered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, | have finiſh- 
ed niy courſe, &c.” This was a remarkable 
circumſtance, and was like preaching his own 
funeral ſermon. May this ſtroke be fancied 
to many miniſters and churches, and to me in 
particular! O that I may ſtand always pre- 

pared for the ſummons ! | 
« Sep. 17. 1787, Died Ann Wright, a good 
young woman, a member of our church, who 
had been baptized about five years, and was a 
ſteady, ſerious, tender-minded, conſcientious 
young perſon ; for whom I had a very great 
regard, How happy would it be for miniſters 
of Chriſt, if all church members were like- 
minded ! This good young woman was about 
twenty-four years of age, when ſhe made a pro- 
feſſion of religion, and about twenty- nine, when 
ſhe died. I think ſhe appeared to have drank 
as deep into the ſpirit 1 Jeſus Chriſt, as moſt 
rions I was ever acquainted with. Her be- 
1aviour as a ſervant, and a church-member was 
obliging, obedient, . conſcientious. She was 
WU. 
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well prepared, I believe, for death and heaven ; 
withed to leave a ſinſul world, and was not 
atraid to die; but ſaid ſhe ſhould be happy. 
When dying, ihe ſaid, What is this, com- 
pared with what my Saviour bore for me?“ O 
let me alſo die the death of the righteous |! 
Solomon ſays, * A woman that feareth the 
Lord ſhall be praiſed.” Surely this young 
woman h1ghly delerved praile ; and was worthy 
of being imitated by us all. 1 would highly 
recommend her, as an example to all young 
perlons.” 

In this manner he continually improved viſi- 
tations by the deaths of his friends, or any with 
whom he had a particular connection. It is 
ſcarcely neceſſary to remark, that while his ob- 
ſervations on ſuch occaſions demonſtrate his pi- 
piety, they contain hints to others, worthy of 
being remembered. His obſervations on the 
deaths of Minifters, and others, whole religious 
atiments differed much from his own, give 
turther evidence both of his piety and his can- 
Jour. A few of theſe ſhall ſuffice. 

« Nov. 10. I received the melancholy news 
of the death of the Rev. Mr. George Hhitfeld, 
who died at Newbury Port, about torty miles 
trom Boſton in New England, on the zoth ot 
September. He was a very diligent, and molt 
indefatigable miniſter of the goſpel. England 
ſcemed too ſmall for him. He often went 


over into America, to preach the gotpel to the 
numerous 
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numerous inhabitants of our Colonies. Per- 
haps he was inſtrumental of converting more 
ſinners than any one man in this age. is 
crown, will, no doubt, be very bright. O may 
be enabled to follow his example, lo far as 
my ſtrength, ability, and opportunity may per. 
mit. Lord; raile up many like him, to {ound 
the golpel trumpet aloud, to alarm pour, lot 
periſhing ſinners!“ He concludes with-a Pos 
by way of congratulation of Nir. Whitfield on 
his arrival in Heaven ; and on the labours he 
went through on earth. But as Mr. 1 homp - 
ſon made no pretenſions to poetical talents, this 
15 omitted, 

% May 17. 1785. Died the Rev. Mr. 70% 
Calthorp, Vicar of "Boſton, aged 67 years. A 
man of much courteſy an] attability of temper 
and addrels, and who bore a good moral cha- 
racter. He always behaved to me in a kind, 


obliging manner. He had been minitter ot 


this pariſh for more than thirty years. Thus 
deatli removes one after another. O may I be 
found prepared for the important change! 
Then death will be an infinite bleſſing, come 
when 1t will.” 

On the death of that well known, eminently 
pious, and benevolen nt gentleman, John 1 heorn'cn, 
Eiq; Mr. Thompton writes at large: from 
which the Reader will not be diſpicated with 
the following extract: 


122 « Nov. 
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% Nov. 30. 1790. I find by the public pa- 
pers, that on the 7th of this month, died at 
Bath, Jos TwHokxToRN, Eſq; that truly be- 
nevolent gentleman: who from the year 1764, 
to the year 1784, was bind cnouęh to corre— 
ſpond with me, and fend me money, books, 
aud drugs, to dupoſe of among the por in 
this town and neiyhbourhood. J have about 
thirty of his letters by me, and ſeveral of them 


err VAI Rt) Ct); 


] received much money ſrom him, to diſ- 
tribute on various occaſions; to relieve the 
poor, to aſũſt miniſters in travelling to ſpread 
the goſpel, to build and enlarge meeting-houl- 
es, &c. In the courſe of twenty years, 289]. 
105. beſides a vaſt number of books, and large 

uantities of drugs. 

« What a friend to the poor! What a friend 
to me and mine ! It is ſuppoſed he diſtributed 
{3000 a year, in various charities, in different 
parts of the world. They ſay he began the world 
with {100 coo, and dicd worth £600 ooo. 
"Thus providence ſmiled on his circumſtances, 
that it appears The more he gave away, the 
more he had.“ What an example to others was 
this good man! May many be deſirous to imitate 
him! In Sept. 1785. I preached in his houle 
at Clapham, to Mr. and Mrs. Thornton; and 
two ſons, who are members of Parliament, 
Rev. Mr. Johnton, a young Clergyman, who 

15 
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is ſince gone to Botany Bay, to preach to the 
convicts there; and to fittcen of Mr. Thorn- 
ton's Servants. Theſe compoſed my audience. 
—Good man ! He is got through this enfnaring 
world. He was very uleful 1 in life; and, I hope, 
died fafe, and happy in the Lord!“ 

«© Mr. Thornton has left three ſons, all 
Members of Parliament, and one daughter: I 
wiſh they may walk in their F. ather' s ſteps, and 
imitate his excellent example.” 

On the death of Mr. Weſley, he thus writes 
March 2. 1791. In the 88th year of his age, 
died the Rev. John Weſley, the founder and 
principal leader of the Methodiſts. He was 
born at Epworth, in the Iſle ot Axholme, 
in 1703, His Father was the Clergyman of 
that town. He was educated at Oxford, and 
before he Teft the College, he and other young 
men formed parties for devotional exerciſes. 
When he came out, his preaching being differ- 
ent from that of the Clergy in general, "he and 
Mr. Whitefield were ſoon denied the uſe of the 
Churches; and therefore began to preach in 
Moortields, &c. 

« Mr. Weſley, for many years paſt, has had 
a great number of lay-preachers under him, and 
ſolely at his direction: and having built a vaſt 
number of Mecting-houtes, through the nation, 
he had many ſocieties of people at his com- 

3 mand, 
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mand, who were ſubject to his authority and 
controul.” 

He was a ſtrong Epiſcopalian and Arminian 
kept his people to the eſtabliſhed Church, and 
oppoſed the tenets of Calviniſts moſt powerfully. 
I hope Mr. Weſley was an uſctul man in theſe 
Kingdoms.” 

I thall conclude this part of Mr. Thomplon's 
character with his obſervations on the death of 
the Counteſs of Huntingdon. 

June 17. 1791. died the Right Honourable 
the Counteſs Dowager of Huntingdon, aged 
elghty-five years. This lady has rendered her- 
ſelf famous in the 1eligious world by patroni— 
Zing a branch of the Methodiſts. 1. e. the Cal- 
viniſt part of the Methodiſts, for a number of 
years paſt. She built meeting-houſes, and 
ſent out preachers into different parts of Great- 
Britain and Ireland : and was, I ſuppole, a ve- 
ry religious good lady. 

« N. B. Mr. Thornton died, Nov. 1790. 
Mr. Weſley, March, 1791, and the old Coun- 
teſs, June 1791, three noted perſons among 
the profeſlors of religion in this nation, Well, 
Jeſus, the Head of the Church ever lives ; and 
has promiſed to all Ins followers “ Becauſe I 
live, ye ſhall live alſo,” and has ſaid that the 
gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt his Church, 
which is founded upon a Rock.” 


S ECD 
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Mr. ThomPsox's Remarks on particular Jvents and 


Occurrences in Life ; and his grateſu! acknowledgment 
of Divine Favanrs. 


Scarcely any event took place, of which Mr. 
Tuourso was apprized, on which he did not 
make tome pious and profitable obſervations, 
From theſe the reader will not be diſpleaſed 
with a few extracts. 

„March 1, 2, 3, 4, 1769. I attended the 
Lincoln Aſſizes, where, amongſt other things, 
I heard the trial of a man for murder, who was 
brought in guilty, and condemned to ſuffer 
death according to Law. | 

„% [Let me remember, that I, and all the hu- 
man race have tranſgreſſed the law of God; and 
according to the tenor of that Jaw, we all deſerve 
to die eternally. What a mercy that the Lord 
does not deal with us according to our deſerts ! 
That by the goſpel there is pardon proclaimed 
to rebels doomed to dic. My foul, 


« Fly to the hope the goſpel gives; 
„ The man that truſts the promiſe lives.” 

« An earthly Aſſize bears ſome very faint 
reſemblance of the great Aſſize, or Judgment- 
day. How awful to lee a poor criminal proved 
guilty, and to hear ſentence of death paſſed 
upon him at man's bar! But how much more 

awful 
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awful to ſee millions of guilty creatures at the 
bar of God ; and to hear them ſentenced with 
a *© Goye curled!” O may I, at that great 
Aſſize, ſtand amongſt thoſe whom the Judge 
will acquit, and who {hall be welcomed into 
his kingdom with a © Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father!“ 

„March 31, 1778. The winter is now almoſt 
gone, and the ſpring begins to make it's 
appearance. O that winter may be over with 
my ſoul ; and may the {un of Righteouſneſs 
ariſe upon me with his chearing and enlivening 
beams ! Lord deliver me from cold and frozen 
affections, from perplexing fears, and from the 
power of ſinful luſts and paſſions | O how de- 
tirable is the heavenly ſtate The bleſſed ſpirits 
there have dropped the fleth into the grave, 
and are freed from indwelling fin, and from all 
burdens, pains, and ſorrows which they com- 
plained of while here below. Their happineſs , 
is conſummated, their holineſs is perfect; and 
all they do is done with warm and devout af- 
fections. Without wandering, without any 
kind of imperfection. 

O how I long for heaven, becauſe it is a 
ſtate of perfect holinc!s, as well as of perfect joy 
and felicity | There ſhall I know perfectly, 
love perfectly, praile and ſcrve God perfectly; 
and ſhall no more be perplexcd with a ſtupid. 
intenſible mind, with cold and frozen > 

with 


Or IHE REV, WILLIAM THOMPSON, I29 


with wandering thoughts, with luſts and ſinful 
paiſions, as I am here in this wilderneſs.” 

O for faith and patience to be kept in 
lively exerciſe, while I am conflicting here with 
fin, temptations, and various enemies. Lord ſup- 
port me, corntort me, and bear me up, Joſt 1 
taint and grow weary ; le{t 1 fink into delpair, 
au tall into a ſtuc diſhonourable to thee, and 
unworthy of a chriſtian! Lord help and lave 
me, for thy name's ſake !” 


Aug. 28. 1780. Five weeks dry weather, 


We look for rain with longing eyes: 
But all our longing looks are vain, 
Until the Lord command it down. 


Poor helpleſs man! not a fingle drop canſt 
thou, with all thy boaſted powers produce. 
Sce thy impotence, and know thy ſole depen- 
dence upon the Lord, for life, and all the com- 
mon things which life requires, It ſtays ſo 
long, to make it welcome when it comes. We 
ſeldom know the worth of any good but by it's 
want; and wanting long makes it more grate- 
tully received, 
4. In the midſt of a long drought we have 
had fine harveſt weather, ever ſince the harveſt 
began; for which we have abundant reaſon to 
be thankful. It is a great mercy to mankind.” 
Sep. 8. 1780. Atter about ſeven weeks 
Irv weather, we have now had a fine rain, very 


much 
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much wanted ; and it is come mild and ſca— 
ſonable, without tempeſt. Bleſſed be the Lord 
for ſo great a mercy.” 

Sep. 11. 1780. We are now diſtraQed 
with a conteſted election at Boſton. How al- 
ſiduous and indefatigable are men in ſecuring a 
place in the Britiſh Senate! Ought not Chril- 
tians to be much more to about making their 
calling and election ſure? I preached yelterday 
on 2 Peter 1. 10, 11. by way of improving this 
occurrence to ſpiritual purpoſes ?” 

“Feb. 7. 1784 We have but lately con- 
cluded a moſt expenfive and ruinous war with 
North- America, France, Spain, and Holland. 
Now peace is reſtored to a diſtracted and dil- 
treſſed empire, we ſhould improve it in repair- 
ing our finances, maintaining our National 
Credit, and promoting our Commerce with 
America, &c. But inſtead of this our Counſels 
are divided and deſtracted; and ſome of the 
greateſt men in the kingdom for abilities, are 
contending, with each other, I fear, for power 
and places, more than the good of the Com- 
mon Weal.” 

„What a poor, unhappy Nation we are | 
The good Lord look upon us, be mercitul to 
us, heal our breaches, unite our Counſels, and 


ſave us from deſtroying ourlelves by our folly 
and magnets | 


„ What 
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* What a fluctuating world is this! Let us 
be looking to a more permanent ſtate, to a 
kingdom unſhaken, which cannot be moved. 
Where wars and commotions, diſſenſion and 
animoſities never une. But where all is peace 
and harmony, concord and affection uuinter— 
rupted, for evermore ! Bletled itate !” 

„ July 7. 1784.. This evening a grand Air 
Balloon was launched from the grand Sluice at 
Boſton, in the pic.cace of a great number of 
{pectators ; who, while it was filling, waited 
with eager expectations. I thought it a lively 
emblem of the world; which is but an airy 
phantom, and yet has many admirers, who 
have raiſed expectations ;, but like the Specta- 
tors, this afternoon, always meet with a dif- 
appointment in the cad. After waiting very 
long, the balloon rote tor two or three minutes; 
but ſoon fell to the ground again. So the 
world appears for a ſhort ſpace betore our won- 
dering eyes; but alas! it ſoon ſinks, and we 
loſe tight of it forever. 

“O let us look off all airy bubbles, all tran- 
ſitory things; and fix our minds on things per- 
manent and durable as our fouls and eternity. 
Let me do this for myſelf; and O may others 
attend to it alſo!“ 

Feb. 8. 1786. © The fifth of laſt month, 
the Hallewell Eaſt-Indiaman, Captain Pearce 
was wrecked on the coaſt of Dorſetſhire, when, 

out 
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out of two hundred and forty perſons, only 10 
venty-three eſcaped. The Captain, and two 
of his daughters, with five other young ladies, 
periſhed with the wreck. It was a dreadtul ftorm 
of wind and ſnow from the ſouth, or ſouth-eaſt ; 
and the ſhip drove aſhore, againſt a moſt tre- 
mendous rock. The ſea ran amazing high; lo 
that it was with great difficulty that any of the 
people were ſaved. 

« This was a very awful cataſtrophe. The 
Captain, with moſt aſtoniſhing reſolution, 
choſe to periſh with his two daughters, rather 
than attempt to ſave himſelf by leaving the 
ſhip. 

0 They ſailed the firſt day of the month, 
with a fair wind, and fine proſpects, but on the 
morning of the ſecond, were caſt away as above. 
How uncertain are all worldly things! O, to 
have a more ſubſtantial and an everlaſting por- 
tion!“ | 

“Jan. 13. 1789. Memorandum concerning 
the King. — George the III. The King was 
very poorly in the ſummer, and went to Chel- 
tenham Bath, or Spaw, for the reſtoration of 
luis health; and appeared better. But Nov. 
iſt, that year, ſome ſymptoms of inſanity ap- 
peared. On the zth of November, the very 
day of our commemorating the Revolution ct- 
fected by the Prince of Orange, who landed in 
Torbav, Nov. 5. 1688, —on that memorable 

day 
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day GEORGE the Third, in the fiftieth year of 
his age, and the twenty- fifth of his reign, ap- 
meared a lunatic! What an awful viſitation 
All fleth is grais.”” Verily man in his beſt 
eſtate is vanity.“ Put not your truſt in prin- 
ces.” They are poor mortal worms. 

« The Parliament have, for ſome weeks, 
been employed about lettling the affair of a 
Regent, to act in the room of his NMajeſty, 
and as his Repreſentative; as the executive 
power, and the third branch of the Legiſlature 
of Great-Britain. GEoRGE Prince of Wales, 
who was twenty ſix years of age, Aug. 12 1788, 
is likely to be appointed Regent during the 
King's illnels. May a wiſe and gracious Pro- 
vidence direct and over-rule all our national 
affairs at this critical juncture!“ 

« April 23. 1789. This day was appointed 
by Government, to be kept as a day of public 
thanksgiving for the King's recovery froin his 
inſanity. I preached from Pſalm cvii. 1. In 
the evening the town was illuminated on the 
joy ful occation. Bleſs the Lord for this fignal 
interpoſition of his indulgent Providence in fa- 
vour of the kingdom, at this critical time!“ 

Numerous indeed, are the inſtances in which 
he puts down his obſervations on what paſſed 
in the courſe of Providence, and of what he ſaw 
and heard of in the world. I believe the pious 
reader wall with me, that they diſcover a 
gracious diſpoſition. But I would not multi- 


ply 
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jiy them to excels. "The following extract, 
A erer, on reading the Hiſtory of England, 
gives us a flight view Vof his political ſentiments, 
an may be a proper concluſion of the preſent 
iection. 

„Sept. 25. 1790. In reading the Hiſtory of 
England, it appears that there never was a pe- 
riod any thing comparable to the time ſince 
the happy Revolution by the Prince of Orange, 
in 1688, I had the happineſs of being born 
in 1735, about the middle of that period, and 
in the glorious reign of George II. one of the beſt 
of Monarchs, and I have now lived about thirty 
vears in the Reign of George III. which two 
reigns have, on many accounts, been very hap- 
Py, except the American Tar, which is the 


greateſt blot and misfortune of the preſent. 


reign. But compared with many former reigns, 
both before and fince the Reformation, it is a 
very happy period indeed. \Ve enjoy many 
civil and ſacred privileges. We have Peace and 
Plenty ; goſpel light, and civil and religious 
Liberty; and many bleſſings for which we 
Guzlt to be thankful.” 


SECT. VIIL 


Mr. TnompsoN's ardent defires and endeavours to be 
Holy and uſeful. 


WHEN divine Grace operates effectually on 
the mind, it not only produces peace and joy, 
but 


a >, 


as #BDSco#S 


OF THE REV, WILLIAM THOMPSON, 135 
but alfo a holy diſpoſition; and an carneſt de— 
jire to increaſe in holinets. Hence one charac 
ter of thoſe whom our Saviour pronouuces haj;- 
py, is, They hunger and thirſt after righte- 
oufnels.“ That this was eminently exemplitied 
i Mr. Thomplon, was manifelt in his habitu- 
al diſpoſition, and is diſcovered in every part 
of his diary. We may conclude our accotint 
of his lite and character, with a ſev extracts, 
which will make it evident to the reader. 
July 2. 1765. I have this morning been 
cointortable and liv cly 1 in pray er, both in ſecret 
and in my family devotions. O for more 
ſervent love! I find much want of a ſimple, 


humble, teachable diſpoſition, both in mylclt 


and others. O for a primitive Spirit to be re— 
vived in churches, in families, and in particular 
perſons! Let me endeavour every day to live, 
to love, to watch, to pray, to walk, and act, 
more an more like thoſe of old! Away with 
modern, tiſhionable religion! It's a thicf, a 
cheat, an impoſture, a lie! Lord deliver me 
from it!“ 


« Oct. 18. 1768. I would endeavour to. 


walk more watchtully, and guard avainſt aliglit, 
trifling diſpoſition, to which 1 am 19 naturally 
prone. O that I could always ter the Lord b-- 


fore me; and act, and think, and ſpeak, as in 


his immediate preſence, at all times. Let me 
often read, and medlitate on the 139th Plain, 
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Lt me often remember, that “the eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good;“ and that be © ſearcheth the heart.“ 

© June 25. i771. O that I could do more 
for him who has done ſo much for me! I want, 
when I preach, to ſpeak more fimply ; to aim 
at doing god to my hearers. How often does 
Setf creep in“ How ihall I ſpeak to be ap- 


plaudecd !'—Oh |-— 


© That monſtcr PRIDE that buſy fan 
Spoils ail that I perform: 
Curft Pride, that creeps ſecurely in, 
And ſwells a haughty worm!“ 


Lord deliver me from it : Make me, and keep 
me humble, like a little child. From pride 
and vain glory, good Lord deliver me; and 
clothe me with humility as with a garment.” 
The following extract not only diſcovers his 
piety, aud ardent deſire after univerſal holineſs, 
but gives us a kind of paraphraſe on Epheſ. vi. 
12—18. a very important part of ſcripture, 
with which every Chriſtian ought to be famili- 
arly acquaintcd. 

« July 18. 1778. The Chriſtian Life, from its 
beginning to its cloſe, is a ſpiritual warfare, a 
continued conflict with fin, unbelief, pride, 
ſelt· righteouſneſs, corruptions, temptations ; 
with world, fleſh, and Devil; and there 1s no 
ceſſation of arms in this war. 


Cunisr 
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© CarisT is the Commander in chict, the 
Captain of our ſalvation ; and everv real Chrit- 
tian is enliſted under his banner, and is furnith- 
ed with ſpiritual armour, 1. e. The gird/e ot 
TaUTH—Truth of grace, ſincerity and upright— 
nels of mind: the Hege of imputed, im- 
parted, and practical RIGHTEOUSNESS: The 
teet M with PEACE; that is, the Mind forti— 
tified with peace anc courage, fitted to encoun- 
ter difficulties: Iſing conſtantly the Hie, of 
FAITH, depending on the promiſes tor ſupport, 
and confiding in Jeſus for every thing; looking 
by faith to the immortal crown, reſiſting by 
faith, the Devil, and all his Fery dar/s, catt in 
malice, in order to wound our iouls. Having 
on the Helmet of lively Ho x, to guard us againſt 
deſpair and fear. Ever making conſtant uſe of 
the Spirit's /zword ; which is the worD oF Gon: 
Praying, ith all praver, for every promiſed 
bleſling, and eatchims the motions of every 
enemy, leſt we thould at any time be ſurprized 
and overcome unawares. 

„Thus equipped, we muſt ſtand on our 
ground, againſt all our advcriarics, and be de— 
termined to conquer or die :1 the conilict; un- 
til, by divine grace, we are male mo: than 
conquerors over all our enemiës, through our 
glorious Captain, who has lov<il us, and pro- 
miſed to them that overcome, an immortal, 
ever-tadivg crown.” 

M 3 O my 
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„O my fuiil | how goes this warfere on with 
hen? Art thou fighting manfully-under Jeſus's 
banner, 2gualt all thy enemies, reſolutely de- 
Icrminal, by grace, to conquer, and wear the 
crown cf lite, which Jetus has to bettow on al} 
luis ſoldiers, in the day of his coming!“ 

Mr Thomplon frequently lamented, as all 
good miniſters undoubtedly do, the low ſtate 
of religion in the church and in the world ;. 
and the negligence of profeſſors in general, and 
of Miniſters in particular. On theſe occa- 
tions, he uſed often to form relolutions as to 
his own conduct. Having (May 30. 1786) 
attended a ſmall meeting of Miniſters, who, as 
he apprehended, conducted things in a very 
trifling manner, he puts down in his diary, an. 
account of their conduct; and then adds, O 
what poor lifeleſs work it is! How long will 
Miniſters and Churches fleep at this fad rate! 
When ſhall we act like thoſe who make religion 
every thing, and every thing of religion? O 
when ſhall the wiſe virgins flumber no more; 
but every one be employed in trimming bis 
lamp, and making ready for the coming of the 
Lord Jeſus? Miniſters had need exert them- 
ſelves in rouſing the people to diligence and 
watchfulneſs, zeal and activity in the ſervice of 
God? May L and my dear people be kept 
alive and lively, comfortable and protperous in 
our ſouls ; in a waiting frame, and ready poſture 

OL 
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of mind, whenever the ſummons ſhall be heard, 
Behold, the Bridegroom cometh : Gs ye cut to 
meet him ! 

„What method can I purſue, in order to be 
moſt uſeful at home and abroad. by preaching 
and converſation, doctrine and life? Let me 
ſtudy continually what FT ought to do, in order 
to be uſeful. This is the end of our living; 
and there is nothing worth living for, but to 
be. uſeful, in the family, the cloſet, and the 
world. Let me redeem time ; read my Bible, 
preach, vifit my people at home ; and be ready 
to labour abroad, whenever there is a call for 
aſhſtance.” 

„Aug. 7. 1786. What a perfect warfare is 
the Chriſtian life! 1 have now been engaged 
in it for thirty years and upwards ; and I ſtill 
find the conflict as ſharp as ever. I apprehend 
it will only end with my lite. However, it is 
my determinate reſolution not to give up the 
conteſt until I gain a victory over all oppoſiti- 
on, and am made conqueror, and more than 
conqueror, through him who has loved me.“ 

« deſire to make advances in the divine 
life; and not to reſt ſatisfied with any preſent 
attainments, Indeed I have attained to very 
little. Alas! what evil propenſities have I yet 
to ſubdue | How many luſts and paſſions do I 
yet teel! What languid graces, what imperfect 


Guties have I to lament over ! 
I am 
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« I am falling out with myſelf every day, on 
account c one thing or another, of which I am 
conſcious. O how happy * they who have 
got ſafe to the regions above 


Their Warfare is o'er, 
Their Toil is no more : 


for they are perfectly holy and happy, and per- 
fect in love. 

e It was the language of my dear wife, when 
dying, “O the day! O the day when free tron 
ſinning!“ All men with for heaven, to be hap- 
py; but a real Chriſtian deſires Heaven, be- 
cauſe there he ſhall V no more. Many things 
here make unhappy, but fin is the worlt of all. 
It is the 017gina/ caule, as well as the preſent 
cauſe of our unhappinets, pain, and forrow ; 
and will be fo, while we are in theſe bodies.” 

The following extracts are a proot that Mr. 
Thompton was ſincerely concerned for the wel- 
tare of other part ies betes that with which he 
was connected, and way ſuggeſt a valuable 
hint to other profeſſors, ei cclally to other 
miniſters. 

* Jan 29, 1787. Laſt night, in my waking 
hours, LI was led to ſurycy the iereral religious 
intereſts at Boulton ; anch it appcarcd to me : that 
vital religion is in a very loy condition. I 
hope: there might be a tew truly gFACIUus, 
praying, conſcicatwus pertons of cach party, 
who m'ght, with me, lament the fad dec 1fons 

which 


— — 
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which appear. I was ready to with that theſe 
could be brought to keep up a prayer-meeting, 
in order to the revival of true religion in this 
town, My mind was very ſenſibly affected 


with theſe things: I thought thereon, and 


wept.” 

The laſt extract I ſhall inſert from my 
friend's Diary, contains a reſolution to improve 
converſation in friendly viſits. In this, and in 
every other good deſign, and holy effort, I pray 
that he may be 1mitated by all his ſurviving 
brethren in the miniſtry. 

„ June 28. 1788. When chriſtians meet 
at cach other's houſes, by way of friendly vi- 
ſiting, 1t 15 a great pity thoſe ſocial interviews 
ſhould be ſpent in worldly or trifling con- 
verſation; and ſcarcely a word of God or Re- 
ligion mentioned for hours together; News, 
weather, trade, crops, horſes, oxen, ſheep, mar- 
kets, fairs, dreſs, childrens play, and chit-chat, 
engroſs moſt of the precious time. Let me at- 
tempt to remedy this evil, by propoſing ſome 
queſtion of importance, of a religious nature, 
for the conſideration of the company, as a ſub- 
ject of converſation. For inſtance ; what are 
the beſt proofs of the divinity of the Bible? 
Wherein is the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ſuperior 
to that of the Law ? Wherein are all real Chriſ- 
tians agreed? What is a certain proof of an 
unconverted ſtate? What arc real ſcriptural 

| evi- 
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evidences of ſound converſion ? What 1s the 
belt evidence of growth in grace? In what v W 
the happinels of Heaven chiefly confiſt ? &c.“ 

I beg leave to ſay, that, however inſignificant 
ſuch deligns may appear to tome, or however 
rigid and ſevere fuch a conduct may appear to 
others, it will certainly be found at laſt, waen 
by our words we fhall be juſtified ; ; and by 
our words we ſhall be condemned,“ that no one 
will have rcalon to repent of having endeavour- 
ed to promote a converlation Which is always 

good, to the ute of editying, and which may 
miniſter grace to the hearers.” 

It is not pretended that Mr. Thompſon had 
no imperfections. We have ſeen in the courſe 
of thele Memoirs, frequent acknowledgments 
that he was not completely what he wiſhed to 
be. This has generally bcen moſt fincerely 
acknowledged by the heſt of men, tor theſe beſt 
know themlelr es, and are moſt conſcientious. 
Our friend was one of Adam's degenerate race. 
The good which was in him, was by the grace 
of God. By that grace he lived above the 
reigning power of fin, and made a progrels iu 
holinels worthy of our imitation 

That a perſon ſo deeply convinced of the 
* ſintulnels of ſin,” to deeply affected with the 
depravity of human nature, fo affectionate in 
his regards for Chriſt, and for all true bclicycrs, 
of every denominalion, ſo conſcientious in the 


Practice 
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practice of ſelf- examination, and fo ard. nt in 
the puriuit of holinets, thould at laſt die in 
peace and comfort, might naturally be expect- 


ed, A letter which I received from him, lets 


than a month before his deceaſe, diſcovers that 
tranquility and peace of mind, and that fub- 
miſſin to the will of his heavenly Father, 
which does honour to the goſpel and grace of 
God; and may juſtly cxc tz gratitude in the 
minds of his ſurviving friends. 

A letter from Mrs. Thompſon, the mourn- 
ing Widow, dated Feb. 12th 1794, the day 
alter Mr. Thomplon's Interment, contains, 
among other neceflary things, the following 
account of his death. © He exchanged this 
mortal lite for an immortal one, on Friday lait, 
(the th Inſtant,) about nine o'clock in the 
morning, atter a long afflicted ſtate ot weakneſs 
and pain.— Thoſe truths of chriſtianity which 
he ſo frequently inculcated, in his preaching, 
in a doctrinal, practical, and experimental way, 
as they were his ſpirit ual ſtrength through lite, 
they were his ſupport in death ; and he bore a 
dying teſtimony to the excellency of the gol- 
pel of Chriſt, as the only toundation of a tin- 
ncr's hope, and expteſſed a comtortable atlu- 
rance of his own intereſt in the promiſes it con- 
tains.” 

An extract from a letter of Mrs. Anderſon, 
the only daughter of Mr. Thompſon, dated 
Feb. 21. further expteſſes the tranquillity of 

| mind 
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mind with which our valuable friend and bro 
ther finiſhed his courſe. Speaking of the 
church at Boſton, ſhe adds That people, 
Sir, lay very near the heart of my dear parent. 
I never, that I know of, heard him expreſs the 
leaſt defirc for longer continuance in this poor 
world, only on their account. * If he might 
Ray a few weeks, and ſce a good miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt fixed among them. But, as thou 
wilt. The Lord knows what is beſt.” His 
afflictions were heavy; but his conſolations 
allo were great. He appearcd quite ready, and 
longing for that happy country he had ſo often 
ſpoke of, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and the wicked are at reſt.” 

I have laid before the reader this account of 
a miniſter for whom I had the ſincereſt affec- 
tion, with all the ſimplicity I could, that it 
might be uſeful and agreeable to the meaneſt ; 
and conclude with ardent wiſhes that the ſur- 
viving widow, daughter, and other relatives of 
my dear friend, now among the blefled above, 
that thoſe who were the people of his charge, 
that the miniſter who may ſucceed him, that 
every reader of theſe pages, and that the com- 
piler of them, may be happy in the ſame re- 
deeming grace in which he gloried, may imi- 
tate the example of Chriſt, as he did, and may 
at laſt, appear with him, before the preſence of 
our bleſſed Redeemer's glory, with exceeding 
Joy. Amen. 
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EPITATHIUM. 


Far from aMlition, toil-and care, 
The happy foul is fled: 
The breathleſs clay ſhall lumber here, 


Amongſt the filent dead. 
Slowly his earthly frame decay d, 
His end was long in fight; 
Not was his ſteady ſoul afraid. 

To take her awful flight. 


The goſpel was his joy and ſon 
Een to his lateſt 1 1 
The truths he bad maintain's fo long 
Were his ſupport in death. 


Now he reſides where eſus is, 
Above thip duſky | 
He was n Manger to the bliſs, 


While be — here. | 
His body reſts Beneath the ground, 
Till 1 tremendous day, 
When the laſt trump ſhall — ſound, 
To-rouze his ſleeping. e \ 


The church's loſs we all deplore, 
And ſhed the falling rear; 

We (ball behold his face no more, 
Till Jeſus ſhall appear. 


But we are haſt'ning to the tomb; 
O may we ready tand 

Then, desteſt Lord, receive us home, 
To dwell at thy right hand. 
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mind with which our valuable friend and ro 
ther finitned his courſe. Speaking of the 
church at Boſton, ſhe adds That people, 
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every reader of theſe pages, and that the com- 
piler of them, may be happy in the fame re- 
deeming grace in which he gloried, may imi- 
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Far from affliction, toil and care, 
The happy ſoul is fled : 

The breathleſs clay ſhall lumber here, 
Amongſt the filent dead. 


Slowly his earthly frame decay'd, 
His end was long in fight ; 

Nor was his ſteady ſoul afraid. 
To take her awful flight. 


The goſpel was his joy and ſong, 
E'en to his lateſt breath; 

The truths he bad maintain'd fo long 
Were his ſupport in death. 


Now he reſides where Jeſus is, 
Above this duſky ſphere : 
He was no ſtranger to the bliſs, 
While he ſojourned here. 


His bolly reſts beneath the ground, 
ill that tremendous day, 

When the laſt rromp ſhall give the ſound, 
To rouze his flceping. clay. 

The church's loſs we all deplore, 
And ſhed the falling tear; 

We (bail behold his face no more, 
Till Jeſus mall appar. 

But we are haſt'ning to the tomb; 
O may we ready tan | 

Then, dearcſt Lord, reccive us hoyauc, 
To dwell at thy right hand, 
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